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Analysis Of “Boyz N The Hood”
“Boyz N The Hood” is a 1991 American crime drama film by John Singleton and starring Ice Cube, Morris Chestnut, Cuba Gooding Jr, and Laurence Fishburne. The storyline revolves around a group of three young male adults raised in the Crenshaw slums of Los Angeles and details the various difficulties that they face in their daily lives as they try to make in life despite being from the ghetto. The themes of race, violence, love, and future prospects are prevalent throughout the film, and Singleton explores the issues raised by each of them. This paper analyzes the social problems raised by the themes of race, crime and violence, future prospects, as well as love and relationships.
John Singleton sheds light on the some of the major social problems existing in inner-city Los Angeles through the tales of two half-brothers, Ricky [Morris Chesnut] and Doughboy [Ice Cube] Baker and their friend Tre Styles [Cuba Gooding Jr]. Despite being from the same hood and spending their childhood together, the three are influenced by almost similar circumstances to become the people they end up to be in the society. The half-brothers, Doughboy and Ricky, are opposites in regards to personality which helps to present different perspectives on the harsh lives that the two young men are exposed to. Ricky has big dreams for the future and plans on going to college. He, therefore, works very hard to be the all-American athlete with the hope of securing a football scholarship to USC. For him, sports is the best way out. 
 
On the other hand, his half-brother, Doughboy or simply Dough is not as active or as enthusiastic about college as his brother. Sadly, he gives into the hard life of living in the ghetto and eventually succumbs to violence, crime, and alcohol that have all been made possible by the environment which he lives in. Unlike his half-brother, he does not seem to harbor any strong feelings of a bright future or college education. Living the coveted American Dream has been left to Ricky – or so it seems. However, despite all these, Dough still maintains a strong code of honor and sense of pride. As for Tre, his life is a little different from Ricky’s and Dough’s. He has a father, which is a good thing, but his styles of trying to teach his son to have a strong character and always do right and take responsibility for his actions are strict and furious, to say the least – no wonder his name is Furious Styles [Laurence Fishburne]. It is through the experiences of these three young men that Singleton exposes the issues that lie unseen and undetected to the eye of one outside the Crenshaw ghetto (Singleton Np).
Racism is a serious social problem that leads to the preference of some over others. Singleton shows how the media works to enhance racial discrimination by ignoring the plight of the minority. The news does not talk about people in the hood, who are predominantly blacks in the lower-income social class. Dough notes that the media plays oblivious of the events taking place in the ghetto; perhaps because they have no idea, or maybe because they do not want to show it, but most probably because they do not care at all about what is happening in the Hood.


The issue with that is that people living in the slums are neglected and disregarded. Their lives become harder as compared to their wealthy counterparts, a majority of whom are white, and in the higher social classes. In other words, the ghetto people are forgotten, and the media would rather feature foreign stuff than the ghetto life and the problems associated with it thereof. This alienation from the mainstream American population makes the young men and by extension, their fellow brethren do things that the larger society frowns upon – crime becomes unavoidable in a society where every man for himself and God us all is the norm.
The three primary characters are in a world where violence is a way of life. In other words, one needs to be tough in order to survive in the ghetto, and Singleton brings this out all too well. For example, there is a time when Tre gets into a fight at school. The mother seems to know that the ghetto environment will not do any good to her son and therefore decides to send him to live with his dad in the heart of South Central Los Angeles. His Father, Mr. Furious also seems to be aware and share his wife’s sentiments. He had once been a gang member, and he would not want his son to go down that path that guarantees crime, violence, and sometimes murder. However, this theme is most superbly brought out through Dough. Unlike his brother who wants to college, get a job, and take care of his girlfriend and their baby, Ricky heads down the road of crime, gangs, guns, drugs, and violence. He is in and out of prison every year.


The theme of love and relationship is also prevalent in the Singleton’s “Boyz N The Hood.” Usually, the first and most direct love is that which exists between parents and their children, and consequently an individual’s first relationships are founded within the family confines. Singleton shows that love takes varied forms and significantly influences people’s decisions, actions, and general behavior. Love and relationship between parents and children s brought out through Tre and his parents. The main reason she sends him to live with his dad is because she loves him and wants what is best for him – she is sure that leaving the ghetto will do him a lot of good and also that his father will direct him towards the right path. 
Again, Tre’s dad is strict but not unfair. He just wants his son to lead a good and honest life worthy of respect. He takes him in because he is aware that Tre is headed the gangway and as such might be killed any moment. Mr. Styles, therefore, never ceases to worry about the safety of his beloved son. Ricky is also attached to paternally to his baby and romantically to his baby mama. His love for the two of them is evidenced by the fact that he does not deny the pregnancy and does not falter in his responsibilities. He loves them so much that he will do his best to get into college and give them the best life they deserve. However, Ricky’s love and relationship with bad company always get him into trouble. Here, Singleton wants to show that what one loves determines who and what they become in life.


Singleton shows the strength and importance of having future prospects in life. This theme is directly brought out through the life of Ricky. Although subjected to the same environment as his brother, he has resolved to make his life better. He works extra hard in sports because he is aware that athletic excellence can earn him a scholarship to college. Therefore, his future prospects do not revolve around the ghetto; he is open minded and sees the bigger picture; he sees beyond the stereotype that ghetto kids cannot make anything useful out of their lives. He rises above the ideas that life can never be better and that there is no life other than that of gang crime and violence. By expressing his love and plan of taking care of his girlfriend and child, he depicts the hope of having a whole family. Tre’s parents also have big dreams and expectations for his future. The mom wants him to be a better person, and the dad wants him to go to college and pursue whichever career he wishes. A good college education will increase his chances of a better future. Therefore, future expectations are important and impact people’s decisions.
Without a doubt, John Singleton’s “Boyz N the Hood” is one of the best ghetto films of all time. It shows that exposure to the ghetto life does not only have negative products – rather he shows that even in such circumstances some good can still come out. Racism, crime, love, and dreams are the order of the day in the ghetto. Whereas there are those [such as Ricky Baker] trying hard to leave the ghetto life, there are those [such as Dough Baker] who would not bother changing a thing.
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