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[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment 1
Privacy concerns is a popular topic in the American public as most people express their concern over increased efforts by the government and businesses to monitor communications and information about their private lives. Madden argues that “perhaps the most striking is Americans’ lack of confidence that they have control over their private information” (1). The government has over the past years increased its monitoring and surveillance of communication as well as private information through tracking of emails, CCTV, phone calls, and even social media. Moreover, businesses are also collecting and monitoring private information about their consumers to develop strategies for increased competitiveness. All these issues are a major concern that Americans cannot control or exercise their right to privacy. 
Assignment 2
The constitution and Bill of Rights safeguard numerous and significant protections for persons accused of committing a crime in America. Once a person is arrested and charged for committing a crime, they are assured various rights to ensure that the legal proceedings to follow will be fair. Article 1, Section 9 of the constitution guarantees an accused person the right to be charged or the right not to be imprisoned without being charged with a crime (This Nation 1). Again, an accused person has the right for their case to be heard and decided by a jury that is guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment and Article III (This Nation 1). Accused persons also have a right against “self-incrimination or being compelled to testify against themselves” ((This Nation 1), which is guaranteed by the Fifth Amendment. Such persons are also protected against excessive, unusual, or cruel punishments or fines. 
Assignment 3
The Fourth Amendment prohibits the seizure or search of an individual or a person’s private property (luggage, house, or car) without a court warrant (This Nation 1). The amendment basically means that law enforcement officers or other government agencies cannot enter or search an individual’s home or car to seize evidence without seeking permission from a judge to do the same. The Sixth Amendment guarantees that in all criminal trials the accused shall have the right to a prompt and public hearing. The hearing should be done before a district and State jury and have access to witnesses in the favor of the accused as well as help of counsel for an accused’s defense. The Eight Amendment prohibits the government or judicial system from imposing or granting excessive, unusual, and cruel punishments or crimes (This Nation 1). This means that prisoners are to be treated with dignitary offering secure, clean, and humane treatment and conditions for prisoners. The Fourth Amendment has raised increased concerns due to the changing legal interpretation of probable cause. Many law enforcers have to make challenging decisions whether search and seize evidence from suspected criminals based on probable cause rather than obtaining a warranty. Police officers can also use information on known criminal activity to search and seize evidence without a warranty where the court may find it essential to admit the evidence or in other cases find no probable cause, thus such evidence cannot be used against the accused (This Nation 1).
Assignment 4
The decision by Chief Justice Marshall’s in the Gibbons v. Ogden case was significant for both the Federal government and Congress. For the Federal government, the decision broadly empowered the Federal government thorough the commercial clause to exercise its regulatory mandate in terms of interstate commerce. However, Congress was specifically granted powers to regulate interstate commerce that allowed it to decide on interstate laws or regulations involving interstate commerce (Lindstrom 238). The decision meant that Congress was the last resort in solving interstate commerce issues and disputes
Assignment 5
Most African Americans in the Civil Rights movements were for the philosophy or violence. In high tense area such as Mississippi, increased racial violence against African Americans led to the use of force for their own defense. These people used all kinds of weapons including guns, cutting tools, and farming tools to patrol their communities and be ready to fight any racial groups. Austin suggested that the method of armed defense was indispensable for the protection of lives and properties” (1). 
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