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Homelessness 
The article “Homelessness in America is a growing problem” was written by Jim Romeo. It commences with a real-life scenario of a 48-years-old man who is homeless and reliant on a disability financial support, amounting to $361 per month, offered by the Veteran Administration.
Homelessness is a recurrent social problem in America with approximately 3.5 million people announced as having no home every year, excluding those displaced by natural calamities, such as hurricanes (Romeo, 2009). This phenomenon affects the society in various ways, a factor that qualifies it as a social issue. In the endeavors of searching for a solution for the homeless, more families enter into this category of homelessness thus creating a vicious circle where solutions are found while going back to the same problem again and again. People without a permanent home and who rely on rentals are the most affected by this social situation. Some of these people belong to families and 39% of the homeless population comprises of children, according to nationwide statistics. 
Homelessness is blamed on substance abuse, alcoholism and mental illness. The need for rehabilitation services, therefore, arises as well as recognition of life skills and budgeting capabilities. Low incomes and chronic physical incapacities are other factors that result in homelessness.
New York is mentioned as one of the most successful cities in addressing the issue of homelessness. This city experienced a 13% decrease in the number of children who were considered homeless between May 2004 and May 2005. Many solutions are proposed and some have worked very well in various regions. In San Diego, for instance, Father Joe’s Villages,.a faith-based not-for-profit organization, established a six-storey building with 90 affordable apartments for the hard-hit societal members. Other solutions proposed include provision of emergency shelters and the housing first initiative that advocates supportive housing. The solutions, however, do not come without setbacks. The processing of permits for the construction of supportive housing takes between six months and one year, sometimes a longer period of time. Collaboration between the community, social organizations, and faith-based nonprofit firms has enabled San Diego to move a step forward in helping the homeless, particularly through single-occupancy rooms that are affordable to persons with a low income. The implication is that the problem of homelessness can be solved in the long run.   
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