Project 1: Semester research topic proposal

Point value: 100 points

Length: 650 words minimum -850 words maximum (2.5- 3 pages approx.)

Timeline:

· Working Draft: DUE September 25 2016 (45 points). If you do not submit a working, suitable draft on time you cannot participate in the peer review or submit the final project. Late work will not receive credit. The draft needs to be at least 75% of the final length requirement (at least 500 words.)

· Peer Review: Due October 2, 2016, (30 points). 
· Final Project: DUE October 9, 2016 (100 points); 
Late work will not receive credit without prior consent from me; documented excuses only will be accepted. 

Format: Per syllabus guidelines (see the syllabus), no later than 11:55 p.m. as a Word Document attachment to the Instructor link. You must also submit the paper to the Group link for Peer Review WP2. If the paper is not submitted to both links you will not receive credit) 

Requirements: Essay formatting. Two, authored, credible internet sources related to your topic of choice with appropriate in-text citations used as evidence to establish the problem----(see the second bullet point below and page 466-67 of Yagelski). Consider, too, you may find sources that are appropriate for the rationale section (see page 467 of Yagelski).
Content: In this project, you will propose a topic to learn and write about this semester in ENGL 111, following the steps outlined in the Chapter 14 assigned reading. There should be four sections, connected with meaningful transition phrases, signals (see pages 138-139 of the Harris and Kunka textbook for guidance and this online resource: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/574/02/ ): 

· Introduction 

· Establishing the problem (here’s where you use your two, human-author-named sources). You are *not* arguing here; you are merely using facts, logic, and reason to establish that this issue is a debatable problem. Do not say “I think, or I believe or In my opinion.” You are using the sources to show there is evidence establishing the problem.
· Plan (future research; what questions has your research raised about this issue and what are some potential related topics?)

· Rationale (why does this matter and to whom should it matter and why?--- Think AUDIENCE). Who would you try to convince/persuade about this topic and why?
You are allowed to choose your area of inquiry and research. HOWEVER, my extensive experience teaching first semester composition has proven to me that there are some topics beyond the scope of this class, are too *HUGE* and/or require advanced, graduate-level type research to be manageable for you as a student in one 16-week semester. I also exclude these topics to prevent too strong of a reader bias, meaning, your classmates and me might not be good reviewers of topics written about controversies that we *all* have strong views on. Therefore, the following topics are not allowed:
· Life/death issues (NO pro-choice/pro-life/abortion, NO assisted suicide/euthanasia, NO death penalty)

· Bullying

· Global Warming 
· Body Image (if you are interested in gender related topics, set up an office visit with me)
· Texting and driving

· Violence in video games/movies

· Gun related issues

· Smoking in public

· Gay marriage (other LBGTQ rights/issues are allowed)

· Medical marijuana/legalization of marijuana

· Theologically based-arguments

There are some other issues associated with the above topics that may be considered. For example, consider the accident rate increase or decrease in the states after the legalization of marijuana. 
Some topics such as Global warming are too big but there are smaller parts that you can use.
