Running head: THE LATINO/HISPANIC ETHNICAL GROUP	1
THE LATINO/HISPANIC ETHNICAL GROUP	 5









The Latino/Hispanic Ethnic Group
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation






The Latino/Hispanic Ethnic Group
The Latino/Hispanic ethnic group in America tends to illustrate increased variability as it is categorized as an ethnic group of which any of its members can be from any race. This means there are people of different races such as Africans and Whites in the Hispanic ethnic group. The following paper aims at describing the variability within the Latin American group as defined by the U.S Census, including the racial differences. 
The U.S census did not categorize Hispanics as an ethnic group and it officially began to separate ethnic groups and race in the 1970 census. This meant that any member of the Hispanic ethnic group can be from any race, but they trace their descent or origin from the Hispanic. Hispanics have been categorized in several subgroups and according to the Census Bureau; there are over 30 Hispanic ethnic subgroups. The main Hispanic subgroups are people who trace their origins from Mexico (Mexican), Cuba (Cubans), and Puerto Rico (Puerto Ricans) (U.S Census Bureau, 2016). Examples of three more Hispanic ethnic subgroups include Argentinian, Nicaraguan, and Salvadoran (U.S Census Bureau, 2016).
The Hispanic ethnic group is diverse and uneven since anyone from any race can be part of the group. Some people from Africa both freemen and slaves are of the Latino population in Mexico Central and South America. The process in which most people from Africa became part of the Latino ethnic group is through slavery. People who originated from Africa were first brought to the Americas or Latin America, the Caribbean, and North America by the Portuguese and Spanish in the 15th and 16th centuries (Klein, 1986). Most Africans made their first stop especially those from West Africa in Latin America during the Atlantic slave trade. According to Gates (2011), Latin America received about 95% of the African slaves while the Americas only received about 5%. Slave trade continued and was subsequently banned in Latin America and the U.S enabling freed slaves who were born after numerous generations of slavery to trace their origins from Latin America. 
Africans in Mexico, Central and South America were absorbed into the Hispanic population while generally being kept separate in the U.S is based on the large concentration of freed slaves in these regions. Abolishment of slavery in Mexico, Central and South America gave even the children of slave’s freedom to continue with life (Gates, 2011). Moreover, most Africans had spent much of their time around the Hispanic culture, religion, and language. They also adopted the same economic activities as the Hispanic population mostly mining, farming, and menial workers. All this was occurring while most Africans in America were well integrated into the White culture and communities. Additionally, the Africans also inter-married with the Hispanic population generating a mixture of subgroups based on different races that trace their origins from the Hispanic ethnic group. 
Moving forward, the issue of colorism has also affected membership within the Hispanic ethnic group. Most Africans who are Hispanic are categorized based on the color. The issue of color comes around due to the unevenness or variability of the Hispanic ethnic group where any member can come from any race. Each race has their set of unique colors such as whites and blacks. Therefore, due to the intermixing of people from different races within one ethnic group, there tends to be color-defined distinctions in the membership within the Hispanic group. For instance, African Hispanics are distinguished differently in Latin America. A mulato is considered as a person who is identified as a mixture of an African and a White (Gates, 2011). A Zambo or Chino is the mixture of an indigenous Latino with an Africa while the mixture off an African, Latino, and White is known as a pardo (Gates, 2011). Therefore, there is increased variability in the Hispanic group based on the widespread ethnic intermixing. 
The Hispanic ethnic group is also uneven when it comes to language, religion, and culture. Due to the increased intermixing, the Hispanic population has come to develop different languages, religion, and cultures that make it unique as its own kind of ethnic group. Most Africans in the Hispanic community has evolved to produce new types of languages such as Creole, Palenque, and Garifuna (Gates, 2011). These languages play a key role in making each group unique in its own way, but trace their descent in Latin America or the numerous subgroups. Therefore, the Hispanic ethnic group is does not use a common language. The same case applies to religion as Africans have come to develop their unique religions such as Vodou and Candomble that is a mixture of the new cultures they have come to learn in Latin America and their ancestral cultures in Africa (Gates, 2011). The same case applies to the cultures of Africa Hispanics where they have different cultures that support their identity and are closely linked although different. 
In conclusion, the Hispanic ethnical group is evidently uneven based on the fact that its members can come from any race, but they have to trace their origins from Latin America or the subgroups under the ethnic group. This variability has developed over centuries and will continue to determine how people identify themselves based on race and their origins. 
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