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Bottlenose Dolphin: A Large Marine Animal That Closely Resembles A Human Being
The bottlenose dolphin is among the largest, famous, and common species of marine mammals whose characteristics are closer to those of a human being than fellow sea creatures such as fish. There are different dolphin species and the bottlenose dolphin, scientifically known as Tursiopstruncatus just happens to be one out of the forty-three known species of dolphins. However, all of the species belong to the same animal family – Delphinidae, but the bottlenose dolphin is one of the most famous ocean animals. The reason for using the term animal familydespite the fact that the dolphin spends its whole life in the water is basically because, it is classified as a mammal in the scientific kingdom, Animalia. Therefore the dolphin is a mammal and not fish or amphibian (Connor, Wells, Mann, and Read 91; Nmfs.noaa.gov Np).
At the same time, the dolphins are large creatures because of its weight and length which vary from one species to the other. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the bottlenose dolphin [species Tursiopstruncatus] weighs between 135 – 635 kg and grows to a length of approximately 6.0 – 12.5 ft. in length. This translates to a length of about two to four meters for a single bottlenose dolphin. Its coloration varies from light gray to black, and within this color range, there are some who appear to be white in color and others gray in color. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), also notes that for bottlenose dolphin males, the normal lifespan is between forty to fifty years and over fifty years for females. They mature sexual from five to fourteen years of age. They feed on fishes, invertebrates, and squids as their prey (Nmfs.noaa.gov Np).  

Biological characteristics also distinguish the dolphin as an aquatic creature that closely resembles human beings. For example, like humans, the dolphin is a warm-blooded animal and breathes air through the lungs unlike other sea creatures that use their gills to filter oxygen from the surrounding waters. They are mostly found in coastal tropical and temperate waters all over the world (Connor et al. 91; Nmfs.noaa.gov Np). This means that from time to time the dolphin must come up to the surface of the water to get oxygen thereby giving observers an excellent view. However, despite breathing through the lungs like a human being, it differs from people in the sense that whereas people normally breathe through their noses and sometimes the mouth, dolphins breathe in air through either the mouth or the blowhole. In this case, the latter acts as an alternative air channel that allows the dolphin to breathe while the mouth is underwater. Therefore, even though the dolphin swims and lives in the ocean, it is not a fish but they are not humans either.
It is important to note that this dolphin species is categorized into two – the inshore herd and the offshore herd. The inshore dolphins differ in both color and size, but generally, they are smaller in size compared to their offshore colleagues. This automatically means that the offshore dolphins are darker in color and bigger in size. However, they have smaller flippers compared to their inshore colleagues. At the same time, these dolphins love groupies just like humans do. These dolphins are commonly found in groups of two to fifteen individuals with the offshore herd sometimes having groups of up to several hundred individuals (Connor et al. 92; Nmfs.noaa.gov Np). 
Like human beings in a community, they search for food either individually or collectively in groups. The inshore coastal group feeds fish and benthic invertebrates while their offshore fellows feed on fish and pelagic squid (Nmfs.noaa.gov Np). At the same time, the female dolphin also gives birth, breastfeeds the young one, and wean it after some stipulated time – just as a woman does to her children. The gestation period is one notable difference between a human mother and a bottlenose dolphin mother. In this case, Connor et al.as well as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration informs that a baby dolphin is born after twelve months of gestation period, and the weaning takes place after eighteen to twenty months. The calf remains with its mother for several years, sometimes up to eight or nine years (Connor et al. 97). 
On the other hand, a human baby is born after nine months of gestation period. It is also noted that calving among the bottlenose dolphins occurs every three to six years, and females as old as forty-five years can give birth. Studies have been conducted on captive female bottlenose animals to determine their plasma progesterone levels. They have established that like women, female bottlenose dolphins also ovulate. Their ovulation is usually spontaneous but Yoshioka et al. estimate the cycle length for this species to be about thirty days (Cited in Connor et al.97). However, it t is hard to determine between a male and a female bottlenose dolphin. According to Connor et al.this identification issue is based on the fact that there is a distinct lack of dimorphism in the adult bottlenose dolphins. That notwithstanding, the animals’ mammary slits and ventral genitalia are usually hidden from researchers (Connor et al.94; Nmfs.noaa.gov Np).
Therefore, in many studies on this species of marine dolphins, sex determination is greatly limited, and a dolphin is judged to be female following the consistent presence of a small calf, baby dolphin. Other times, researchers in areas such as Sarasota capture the dolphin and conduct a veterinary examination to determine its sex the release it (Connor et al.94). At the same time, these dolphin species have hair. Although this might be hard to see at first glance, a close look one sees some fine hairs around the blowhole. More importantly, bottlenose dolphins are highly intelligent and with a complex language of communication that has attracted human attention. They also have a high self-recognition and use tools that Connor et al.refer to as sponging to transmit their cultural knowledge across generations just like human beings use norms and values to pass on cultural knowledge from one generation to the next. Due to their high intelligence, some of them have been militarily trained to detect and mark enemy divers and also locate mine set in the sea. These unique characteristics have earned them popular spots in television and aquarium shows (Connor et al.102; Nmfs.noaa.gov Np). 

Without a doubt, bottlenose dolphins make up one of the biggest mammal groups in the world. They are typically friendly, and this has, in most cases, fostered positive associations between them and human beings. Notably, they share close characteristics with human beings which more than likely significantly contribute to their incredibly emotional and cognitive intelligence. Although they live in water all their lives, they are not fish; and although they breathe through the lungs, are warm-blooded, females have a thirty-day cycle and give birth, breastfeed, and wean their young ones – they are not humans either. Therefore, bottlenose dolphins are large marine animals that closely resemble human beings.
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