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How The Relationship Between The Narrator And Her Abuelito In Cisneros’s “Tepayac” Differs From That Of The Poet And His Father In Hayden’s “Those Winter Sundays”
Name
Institution


The relationship between the narrator and Abuelito in “Tepeyac” differs from that of the poet and his father in “Those Winter Sundays” because whereas the latter is strained the former is filled with fondness. In other words, the narrator and her Abuelito are fond of each other, and she feels comfortable having her little hand wrapped in his big one. This is seen when she remembers one of her walks with Abuelito. She says, “I take Abuelito’s hand, fat and dimpled in the center like a Valentine, and we walk past the basilica” (Cisneros, p.105). This act of walking with hands held is a strong sign of fondness and love between grandfather and grandchild. On the contrary, the poet and his father are not so fond of each other. This comes out when the speaker informs that when his father called him in the cold winter Sundays, he “would rise and dress/fearing the chronic angers of that house/Speaking indifferently to him” (Hayden, p.693. Line 8-10). This last line is indicative of the tense relationship between father and son. Despite everything the father does for the family’s sake, the son does not speak to him lovingly rather he does so with indifference, and this is why he regrets in his later years.



