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Lawsuits against police officers have become common in recent years and in the process igniting a debate as to whether or not they should be allowed and also the benefits that may result from the same. There are both proponents and opponents of filing lawsuits against police officers and the primary aim of this study is to find a balance between the different assertions that have been made. This study will analyze the benefits that may result from lawsuits against police officers, whether the lawsuits against police officers are frivolous and finally whether they should be allowed or not.
	Lawsuits against police officers have become one of the most common ways of fostering accountability since victims together with their families have been compensated (Champion, 2001). Despite the fact that there is a need to compensate police officers who violate the rights of human beings, lawsuits are not always the best way of addressing the problem of accountability since they do not accurately address the patterns of abuse, wrong policies and also improper management.
 In addition, the responsible officer is also not held responsible for the financial compensation. It has also been difficult to get compensations in cases that are profiled highly since majority of the abuse incidents are left unresolved both within the police department and also within the community (Greene, 2007).
The rate of success in the lawsuits that have been brought against police officers has been different between different states and cities. While there are those cities that have taken a silent approach in solving cases, others have been loud and vocal in an attempt to find a solution to the cases that have been presented. In cases that have gone to a trial, police officers have often been favored in cases where the victims have a criminal record (Greene, 2007). Nonetheless, in cases where there is serious abuse cases are often resolved quickly in a bid to avoid embarrassing situations.
There are however different factors that have inhibited the success of law suits since there are instances when the attorneys take the sides of the police officers and thereby undermining the lawsuit process. In addition, cities are also forced to make civil settlements from their city funds as opposed to the funds from the police officers, which therefore prevent them from taking law suits in order to prevent them from incurring the costs (Champion, 2001). There is therefore a need to pass laws that will ensure that all the settlements are made from the police departments in order to take away the burden from the cities and thereby ensure that they cooperate.
Lawsuits against police officers are therefore not frivolous since most of them are justified and there is therefore a need to conduct these lawsuits in order to prevent the police officers from abusing their mandates (Greene, 2007). There are police officers who abuse victims and thereby misusing their mandates and it is therefore important to find justice for the affected victims and that can only happen through lawsuits.
Lawsuits should therefore be allowed in order to protect individuals against violations by the rogue police officers. In addition, lawsuits are also important for averting and circumventing excessive force and also malicious prosecution (Champion, 2001). Moreover, lawsuits are also important for averting false arrests.
In conclusion, it is apparent from the study that lawsuits against police officers should be allowed since they benefit victims who are often oppressed or tortured by some police officers. Despite some of the challenges that exist, there is a need to ensure that victims are compensated and given the justice they deserve out of the unwarranted oppression from police officers.
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