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[bookmark: _GoBack]The following essay is a response to the article “How Computers Change the Way We Think” by Sherry Turkle. I tend to agree with most of the valuable and interesting points and arguments made in the paper. Computers remain among the major advancements in communication technology. This in turn has had some numerous effects in the way people think both positively and negatively. 
Turkle argues that computational objects or technologies have been increasingly designed to have cognitive and emotional effects (50). She continues to add that machines are currently and will continue to be explicitly intended to serve as pets, companions, and tutors. I tend to agree with this point strongly. This is based on the high advancement of technology especially surrounding artificial intelligence. Artificial intelligence is the ability of computers or technologies to perform activities that historically or traditionally necessitate human intelligence. This may include speech and visual recognition. Currently, there are technologies in phones that recognize speech and faces such as “Siri” on the iPhone that can be instructed to even make calls. This is expected to advance to complex systems. Turkle argues that these kinds of technology do not promote changes in thinking and whether the modern technology is fit for serving the human purpose (50). As much as the statement is not incorrect, humans have always sort progress. Although this progress has been achieved through different manner, it has always been through creativity and innovation. Therefore, in the current world, human will seek advancement or progress by making the tasks or activities they perform easier. In the current world, it would be inconceivable to manage certain tasks without technologies. For instance people who have disabilities can easily interact with machines with artificial intelligence to enable them conduct their daily activities. All in all, technology is made positive or useful if intended for the right and moral purposes. 
In terms of privacy, I tend to agree with Turkle as most students and teens are not aware of any infringement on their privacy while using technology (50). This is though a challenge on the political and economic institutions around the world. Technology has advanced at a rapid rate that the political policy to control or regulate it is still far behind. Most companies have found themselves in the wrong for illegally collecting user information. Therefore, this is a wider issue that requires a deeper reflection and recommendation. Additionally, Turkle also argues that the ability of technology or computers to offer multiple identities may hinder people from expressing their emotions and being truly themselves (50). This is true although by an extent, since the internet has offered numerous social platforms that people use to interact on a daily basis. Nonetheless, unless in extreme conditions, people still come into contact with each as well as learn lessons from the bad effects of technology. This could be through experience or advice where most teens and schools now caution their students on such effects. Moreover, the internet or technology companies are developing enhanced safety measures to ensure such issues do not occur. Countries such as China block social sites such as Facebook and develop similar networks for their citizens. Such strategies are in happening in developing nations through their learning on the effects computers have had in the developed nations. Overall, computers or technology can entirely affect individuals in terms of relating with society, but this has not yet reached an alarming stage given the spread of technology globally. 
When it comes to the idea of PowerPoint and word processing software, Turkel suggests that these tools hinder thinking in a way (50). The author quotes from a local store that the manual typewriter “moves at a pace that allows time to compose your thoughts” (Turkel 50). Additionally, Turkel also argues that the use of word processing and presentation software compromise content over speed and presentation (50). Although at time it would be correct to assume this, it is incomprehensive to take one viewpoint. The introduction of manual type writers was meant to fulfill the same needs as a word processor or presentation tool. As the previous technology demanded writing on paper, it required more concentration. Nonetheless, it not effective enough to accomplish the goals of getting works done easier. The same case applies today, since it would be impossible for a student to get their homework done in a manual typewriter given the increased workload of subjects or amount of homework. Additionally, these word processing tools may be faster, but do not compromise content since one cannot simply type words that have no meaning. Therefore, it is not justifiable to dismiss the use of computers as the lack of content since it offers increased ability to achieve more if used in the right manner and for the right purposes. In this case, it not meant to make the content as simple or vague as possible, but as a tool to get work done faster and more efficiently. 
When it comes to simulations and its dissatisfactions, Turkle indicates that the current world lives in the culture of simulation (50). Thus, there is need to develop new forms of medial literacy through readership skills (Turkle 50). In this case, I support the author based on the increased complexity and gap in education as well as usage of technology. Most people who use technology do not fully understand what they are using. It is not as simple as the normal day to day activities. For instance, one may be using a wrist band to sense their heart rate, but they never know what it uses to sense the pulse. From the first generation of computers, it took a very limited period before the technology could advance rapidly even before there was any curriculum for teaching computing. The advancement of the computer continues to outpace the education on computing meaning that more people end up using complex technologies that they cannot even explain. I specifically support Turkle’s idea of promoting programs for higher education students in investigating simulations of technology to get a better understanding of their mastered assumptions (50). 
In conclusion, computers have been one of the most useful tools in this age. Computers present both positive and negative benefits. Their advancement is however growing and becoming more complex. When newer technologies are being developed, there are being integrated into computers and our everyday lives. As the article illustrates, there is need for alarm since it could turn out not to support the purpose of humans or society. Institutions should refocus on enhancing how information-technology is studied from the structural to intentional purposes or compositions to support a healthy future of technology. 
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