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Arranged Marriages in India
The custom of arranged marriage in India traces its roots back in the 500 BCE, during the Vedic period (Netting 708). Nevertheless, the practice is domineering in India up to date. In fact, a 2013 research indicated that 74% of Indians aged between 18 and 35 years, still preferred their parents to arrange their marriages. Also, more than 90% of Indian marriages are arranged by the parents or relatives on behalf o their children (Jeffery174).  Moreover, arranged marriages in India have been found to be sustainable, with the divorce rate in standing at 1.3% (Hindustan Times 1) at as compared to the 50% in America (American Psychological Association 1). Arranged marriages in India involve a systematic process which has changed overtime, and is characterized by several cons and pros. 
The process of looking for a match begins with the parents notifying their relatives and friends of their intention. Also, photographs and horoscopes of the boy or girl are shared among their social networks.   After a suitable match is found, a lot of information is shared between both families. If both families are contented with the information, the boy’s family visits the girl’s family. The girl is expected to make a dramatic entrance during this meeting, and serve refreshments to the guests. However, the boy is not allowed to accompany his parents during the first visit. The boy gets to meet the girl during subsequent visits between the two families. After both families are ready to commit themselves to the relationship, the engagement ceremony is held. (Netting 715). The boy and the girl use the period between engagement and marriage to know each other more (Netting 715). 

Although arranged marriages in India have withstood the test of time there are several features that have changed. For instance, the traditional marriages were organized when the prospective spouses were still children. However due to the formation of children rights, children marriages were banned, and the age of marriage was raised to 18 and 21 years for girls and boys respectively (Fuller and Narasimhan 738). Also, payment of dowry was a strong feature in traditional marriages. The ability of the girl’s family to pay dowry was highly considered when looking for a match. As a result, poor families had difficulties marrying off their girls. However, dowry payment was also banned in, due to the increased violence towards the woman while trying to extract more dowries from her family. Also, the prestige of the family was highly considered while looking for a match. For instance, getting a match from the wealthy landlord’s families was the desire of every family (743). However, in the contemporary times, the most critical factors are good reputation, education qualifications and employment status on the boy’s side (745). 
In addition, while the boy in the traditional marriage had limited power to reject the proposed match, the girl was not allowed to view their opinions. In fact some of the traditional marriages were imposed on the two partners (746). However, modern parents have realized that forced marriages result to unhappiness. Therefore the prospective partners are allowed to give their view of the selected partner. In fact, the negotiations can be withdrawn prior to the engagement without ruining the reputation of the girl’s family.
 Also, in the traditional marriages factors such as religion and caste were strictly adhered to. It was a must for the prospective partners belong to a similar religion, caste or sub-caste. This was deemed to strengthen the kinship bonds since caste is a link to extended kinfolk in India. (Gupta 81). These considerations were meant to preserve the religious customs while evading the challenges that face alliances between individuals of different social standings. Although these factors are still applied today, they are not considered mandatory.
There are several advantages which are associated with arranged marriages in India. Firstly, arranged marriages strengthen family and societal bonds. The involvement of the whole family in the spouse- selection reinforces the unity of the extended family. Secondly, conflicts that may arise after the marriage are resolved by the members of the family who are more mature and experienced. Therefore such challenges are likely to be resolved effectively, thus reducing the rate of divorce among arranged marriages in India (Gupta 82). Also, moral and reputation considerations in arranged marriages would help maintain ethics in the society. Families work towards building a good reputation and instilling good morals to their children lest they are tagged as unsuitable suitors by the society (Netting 709).additionally, since the married couple start their lives on a clean platter, their love develop over time (Fuller and Narasimhan 753).
 On the other hand, arranged marriages also have some shortcomings. For example, limitation such as the use of the caste system becomes a hindrance during the process of finding a match. Also a lot of stereotypes are connected with arranged marriages because they are considered as a “love marriage”. This might make the couple to perceive the alliance negatively, thus creating conflicts between them. Besides, some arranged marriages are imposed making the partners to reject each other even after marriage. in addition, sometimes the girl is not involved in the decision making but she agrees on her parents’ decision in order to please them. As a result, she lacks fulfillment after marriage, resulting into conflicts.  It limits the challenges of adjusting to a new family may be hard due to unnecessary scrutiny from the family members. She may also feel if the in-laws hinder her from visiting her home (Nanda 3). Similarly, since most of arranged marriages are based on wealth, the selection criteria might overlook the aspect of character and virtuous, which are important aspects in sustaining a marriage.
In conclusion, arranged marriages have been an outstanding custom in India. The custom entails the family and relatives choosing a spouse for their children. With time several features of arranged marriage have changed. For instance, child marriage and payment of dowry have been banned. Also, in traditional marriage, family prestige was considered to be the most important factor. Conversely, employment and education are considered more important in modern marriages. Also while religion and caste were strictly adhered to in traditional marriages, modern marriages have reduced the restrictions for these factors. The advantages of arranged marriages include reduced divorce rates, approval from both families and development of love during the marriage. Conversely, the drawbacks include limitation due to the caste system, lack of consent from the prospective partners, prioritizing money over the character of the partners. Bias can also occur because the arrangement is not considered as a love marriage. 
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