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The United States is widely perceived as a monolingual country whereby virtually everyone speaks only the English language but unknown to many, there are millions of people in the United States who are bilingual which implies that they speak more than on language. This is evidenced by the fact that the United States is largely comprised of people who migrated from other countries and it is therefore not an uncommon practice to hear Americans speaking their native languages at home (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters). This study unearthed that there are both advantages and disadvantages associated with bilingualism as cited by Cisneros, Agosin, Dumas and Tan and the primary aim of the study is to unravel these advantages and disadvantages.
Sandra Cisneros
There are various advantages and disadvantages of bilinguals according to Cisneros in the article from ‘Bien Pretty’. One of the most common advantages among bilinguals is the ability to switch codes. This is the ability to switch between the different languages that they speak. The ability is further enhanced by the fact that they are able to relate the different words for similar things with their native language and the other languages that they may be speaking, which consequently enables them to have a better understanding of all the languages they speak (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 596). In addition, bilingual also enables individuals to have better writing skills since the ability to differentiate between different writing skills ultimately enables individuals to improve their writing skills and to also articulate their ideas more effectively.
In addition bilingual also makes it easier for individuals to relate better with different people from different backgrounds and walks of life. Understanding different languages also makes it easier for understand different cultures and thereby making it easier to understand people better. When there is a good understanding between people from different backgrounds, then the relations is also enhanced (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 597). When relations are enhanced, then it also becomes easier to also conduct trade and business. This is because of the fact that many individuals will be able to negotiate in business and also conduct business with many people with different languages.
According to Cisneros, the disadvantages of bilingual emanate out of the fact that languages are not equal and the differences between languages may therefore make it hard for individuals to articulate the languages in the required way and consequently hamper their stability to write and speak the other languages (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 598).
The other disadvantage that may be got from bilinguals is that the differences in the structure and the wording from particular languages may also affect the ability of an individual to comprehend another language. For instance, sentences are structured different in Spanish and also in English and those who are used to constructing sentences in English may also make similar constructions in the Spanish language and thereby changing the meaning altogether (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 598). The above challenges can however be solved through constant practice and communication of all the languages in order to master all the concepts of the language in order to avert errors.
Marjorie Agosin
In the article, ‘Always living in Spanish’ the author delves into the differences between the English language and the Spanish language. The author cites various advantages that may be got from learning different language, the primary of which is the beauty of particular languages. The language of Spanish has particularly been cited as having good sounds that cannot be matched by any other language including the English language (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 599). 
Bilingual enables individuals to learn the simplicity of particular languages and thereby aiding or augmenting their understanding of other languages. In this case, the author cites Spanish as a simple language and the simplicity should also enable them to understand the English language better (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 600).
 The other advantage that is gained by speaking different languages is the fact it makes it easier for individuals to interact effectively with people from different backgrounds and culture. He particularly cites his experience in Chile which is largely comprised of people from different backgrounds as being one of the places where bilinguals have gained a lot (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 601). In addition, the situation in Chile necessitated the need to study different languages since it was the only of ensuring that an individual has a concrete understanding of the different cultures in the country.
He however cites the disadvantages of the differences in the structure and also in the themes and emotions as being inhibiting factors in enabling an individual to understand a language. He particularly cites the Spanish language as having different emotions and themes compared to the English language and this therefore affects the ability to articulate issues effectively since the differences may impede the understanding and the comprehension of different factors of the language (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 602). His analysis mainly centered on the differences between the Spanish language and English language but it nonetheless provides the advantages and the disadvantages that may be got from speaking different languages.
Firoozeh Dumas 
In this article titled ‘the F word’ delves into the disadvantages of bilingual which largely emanate from the conflicts between culture and languages and more so amongst immigrant families. He however begins with an analysis on how bilingual enables individuals to learn different names from different languages. Different languages come with different names and he particularly cites the Arabic language as largely been dominated by the ‘kh’ and the gh’ sounds which are not common in the English language (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 605).
 Individuals who are only conversant with the English language may therefore find it difficult to comprehend and articulate issues that are addressed in the Arabic language. Being able to spell and pronounce names from different cultures and languages is critical since it enables individuals to interact and fit well in different cultures (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 606). In as much as there are advantages, learning of different languages present the challenge of constant challenges between the language and the cultures that are associated with the languages.  
AMY TAN
In this article by Amy titled ‘Mother Tongue’, the author dwells largely on the influence of mother tongue on other language. The author cites how the mother tongue language influences the ability of the bilinguals to understand and comprehend the other languages (Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters 622). This therefore implies that the disadvantage of the bilinguals is that the mother tongue may be presented in the articulation of the other languages and may therefore affect the overall meaning of the messages that are being presented.
In conclusion, it is evident from all the assertions by the four authors that bilinguals have an advantage over the monolinguals and the main reason is that they have the added advantage of being able to fit well in different cultures and further being able to interact with different people from different cultures. It is however critical to look into the disadvantages that may impede the ability of an individual to understand and comprehend other languages.
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