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Ladies and gentlemen, I believe that you are all conversant with the plant marijuana and it is with this regard that I present to you some aspects regarding this controversial plant which has elicited mixed reactions from all over the globe for many decades.
There is an increasing support for the introduction of reforms in order to legalize marijuana with new statistics as supported by Armand revealing that there is an increasing number of people who are supporting the legalization of the plant, which is banned in many countries across the world. The renewed interest to introduce reforms has been heightened by the growing research that marijuana has medicinal benefits. In this speech, I will highlight whether this is true, why many people still view it a bad plant and whether or not it heals cancer as has been asserted recently. 
Eisinger is of the opinion that marijuana should be removed from the system of criminal justice and rather regulated just like tobacco and alcohol. Some of the factors that have been cited in support of the legalization of marijuana include the creation of jobs. Proponents of the legalization of marijuana are of the opinion that when marijuana is legalized and regulated, it will become one of the largest cash crops in many states and countries around the world and in the process create millions of jobs. Moreover, the increased jobs will ultimately impact positively to the economy since governments will earn revenues in terms of the taxes that will be imposed in the sector which is currently going to the illicit markets.
In addition, the proponents of legalization of marijuana are of the opinion that it would promote the safety of consumers since the process of testing would become a standard requirement in every country and the individuals who are taking marijuana would therefore consumer marijuana that is not only standard but also safe as recommended by the government (Eisinger). 
Moreover, there are also those who are of the opinion that it would reduce harm since the criminalization of the drug is one of the largest contributors of corruption and violence (Armand). The legalization and regulation of the drug would therefore lead to the development of effective measures that would not only avert corruption but also promote safe procurement measures that would avert violence. 
There are also those who have opined that it would lead to a reduction in the costs that are otherwise incurred through court cases and correctional facilities (Pompa). The tax revenues and the regulations of the sales would provide a viable revenue stream that would circumvent unnecessary costs.
Despite the benefits that have been cited regarding the benefits that would be experienced out of the legalization of marijuana, there is still a significant number of people who consider marijuana as a bad substance (Armand). The fact that it causes mental illnesses is one of the factors that have triggered the negative perceptions and since there is sufficient amount of research which supports the aforementioned notion, the legalization of marijuana would not be an outright suggestion. It is a well known fact that marijuana causes hallucinations, delusions and paranoia and this is one of the reasons why many people across the globe are negative about its legalization. 
In addition, it is also known the marijuana may cause heart problems and stroke since it may alter the vessels of the blood and this is another factor that has contributed to the fears on the legalization of marijuana (Pompa). In addition, the risk of car accidents has been proved to increase by almost double when individuals drive immediately after taking marijuana and this has only increased the fears about the legalization.
The medical and recreational use of marijuana is largely controversial. This is because of the apparent fact that there is no concrete research which points to the fact that marijuana is indeed safe for medical use. Nonetheless, there are few statistics according to Eisinger which point to the notion that marijuana may increase appetite and more so among patients with Aids. In addition, there is also some proof that the controlled use of marijuana may reduce the symptoms of vomiting and nausea which are mainly experienced by patients when they are undergoing cancer treatment through chemotherapy. 
In addition, Armand asserted that it also reduces spasticity and pain and more so when individuals experience rigidity and tightness in their muscles. Recent research has also led to the notion that marijuana alleviates and treats the symptoms of glaucoma through the reduction of eye pressure. However, the medical use of marijuana should be undertaken with the utmost caution since there is proof that it may also increase the cognitive problems that are mainly experienced by patients with HIV. The administration of Food and Drugs has only approved two drugs that are made from marijuana for treatment, which are nabilone and dronabinol. They are both used for the treatment of vomiting and nausea when patients fail to respond well to other therapies (Pompa).
Various proponents of the legalization of marijuana have espoused that it can be used for the treatment of cancer by a recent research by (Mary) revealed it is not yet clear whether it cures cancer and the assertions by the proponents are therefore provocative and should not be taken with any seriousness because they have not been proven in any way. There is no sufficient anecdotal evidence to show and reveal that marijuana can be used for the treatment of cancer. Despite few researches leading to the notion that cancer has the potential to fight and kill cancer, it is important to carry out more research and introduce caveats in order to ensure that doctors have taken all the needed measures to foster safety in patients.
I am therefore of the opinion that it is still early to legalize marijuana since there is a need to carry out more research in order to eliminate the many doubts that exist and further unravel the full benefits and dangers of taking marijuana which will consequently enable doctors to measure the types and quantities that are safe. In addition, this will guide governments on whether it is prudent to legalize or the safe and useful quantities should only be available to scientists and medical practitioners. As for now, the legalization of marijuana would not only be imprudent but also destructive.
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