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Debate: Slavery
When I consider George Fitzhugh’s quote, I can only wonder if we slaves are even considered as humans.  Fitzhugh is really impressed by the extent to which slavery has elevated the status of the Southern masters. Why doesn’t he consider the inhuman treatment that we go through?  We are made to toil hard under the hot sun and our efforts are appreciated by merciless beatings that are not fit even for a beast. Why should the color of our skin matter so much that we are treated worse than a beast? Even God who created us does not treat us like a piece of worthless property.  Our black is not immune from heartache and sentiments. But our masters have stolen our identities and forced us to ignore our rights, while we focus and celebrate their achievements (British Broadcasting Corporation 1). That is why we boast of our master’s fields, cattle, and crops.
Fitzhugh thinks that the slave marries when he pleases but the truth is; we tremble at the very thought of marrying. And why should we not when our wives are taken to be our master’s concubines, and our children are separated from us and sold to other plantations without a second thought? (Hallam 1) Those who are in support of slavery should focus more on the inner picture. Looking at our faces and listening to how we talk will only give the wrong impression. This is because even our expressions are imposed by our masters.
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