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Racism
Racism refers to the belief that one’s natural and physical features are better than those of another race. It is one of the main issues in the world today and brings about feelings of hatred, dislike, and intolerance towards a particular group of people of a different race. Although multiple people believe that it has been eliminated, racism is still rampant in schools, workplaces among other social lives. Racism is dangerous and harmful to the world as it may lead to the elimination of other races, enslavement as well as disunity in a country. There are various beliefs by different people about how racism was brought into the world. Although some people hold that people are born as racists, it is clear that racism is something that people learn and acquire as they grow up. Racism is brought about by various factors including fear, ignorance, desire to protect one’s species, and lack of self-esteem. 
Ignorance plays a significant role in promoting racism in the world. In Jamaica Kincaid's "Girl," the ignorance in the society keeps the racism thriving. The cultural and social norms have occupied the major part of society causing racism (Kincaid, Jamaica). These societal beliefs are used in shaping people into what they become. The story describes a mother giving advice to her child on how she should behave and carry out her duties in a culture that has limited opportunities for females. Most of the ideas and directions the mother gives to her daughter portray the discrimination against women that is prevalent in this society. For instance, the mother states that her daughter should not play marbles like a boy, indicating that there are various activities that a female should not do, but the males can do (Kincaid, Jamaica). These activities establish a gap between the male and female due to the gender disparities and, hence, causing racism in the society. Moreover, the mother claims that the girl should stay at home and do the household chores. This idea shows the separation of the activities between men and women. These concepts illustrate how the Kincaid still lives under the oppression of the British natives in assimilating the western culture that was forced upon them.
Furthermore, fear is a major factor that leads to racism in the world. In “Shooting an Elephant,” George Orwell carries a gun to scare the natives rather than to kill an elephant. By so doing, he portrays his fear of the Indians. Orwell is a British police officer in Burma, who is disrespected by the local people (Orwell, George). Although Orwell hates his job and the British domination in Burma, he fears and dislikes the Burmese communities and, therefore, carries his gun to scare them away. This fear and hatred towards the Indians portray him as a racist. Similarly, in "Girl" by Jamaica Kincaid, there is an illustration of fear of being their self by the women in the society (Kincaid, Jamaica). The mother explains to her daughter how she should conduct herself both in public and private life to avoid drawing attention to herself.
Additionally, racism is usually characterized by the lack of self-esteem. Racists tend to be less confident and lack self-love and, therefore, keep expressing their negativity towards the weak in quest of feeling superior. Orwell demonstrates feelings of superiority when he says that the coolie, the man that had been murdered, was only an Indian. Orwell illustrates that Indians are not worth and that their lives do not matter as much as his life does, and also claims of being happy that the coolie was dead. By carrying his gun, Orwell feels more superior to the weaponless Burmese since he can scare them off. He also refers to the natives as the “yellow faces” and thus portraying himself as a racist (Orwell, George). Besides, while at the shooting, Orwell holds that a white man should not show weakness before the natives. He, therefore, shoots the elephant to avoid being laughed at or made fun of by the Burmese citizens. Orwell's desire to feel superior to the natives portrays him as a racist.
The desire to protect one’s species can also lead to racism in the world. Kincaid describes how a mother addresses her daughter, giving her advice on how to conduct herself (Kincaid, Jamaica). The mother claims that she is protecting the child and molding her as she breaks into womanhood. “This is how to behave in the presence of men who don’t know you very well, and this way they won’t recognize immediately the slut I have warned you against becoming” (Kincaid, np) There is a desire in the mother to ensure that her daughter upholds the morals that the society expects from a woman. This concept promotes racism as the woman is trying to prevent the eradication of their customs by the western culture. 
In conclusion, it is clear that racism harmful to the world as it may lead to enslavement and disunity.  “Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell and “Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid demonstrated the various factors that may cause racism in the world including ignorance, fear, lack of self-esteem, and the desire to protect one’s species. All individuals should, therefore, work together to ensure the eradication of racism in the world through learning to appreciate each other irrespective of their differences. By so doing, people from different races and ethnicities will be able to live in harmony and, hence, promoting peace and unity in the world.
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