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Tracking in American Education
The American education incorporates multiple techniques to ensure that all the students get quality training and improve performance to develop a better future. Standardized tests are a fair and objective measure, and have been a major part of the American education. They are used to examine the performance and understanding of every student through the evaluation of their academic knowledge. However, even with the standardized tests, many educators still use tracking in schools across the state. Tracking, also known as ability grouping, has also been part and parcel of the American tradition within the education system for multiple years (Altenbaugh 366). Ability grouping is a method of segregation that involves the separation of students into groups based on their academic capabilities. The scholars are placed in different tracks depending on their curriculum standards, career objectives, and the school skill levels. This system has, therefore, changed the method in which the primary and secondary school learners are trained. 
The concept behind tracking, or ability grouping, is that most education practitioners hold the assumption that grouping by ability facilitates students’ success (Altenbaugh 366). People believe that the scholars can learn best when grouped with students of similar abilities or achievement levels.  The idea has prompted multiple questions. Is tracking an efficient method of handling the differences in the abilities of the scholars? In contrast with the people's opinions concerning the present educational systems, I believe that ability grouping is an efficient and sensible means of educating students, especially the youth. Tracking facilitates the attainment of academic success, quality instructions, and provides motivation to all learners. Nevertheless, the individuals who fail to participate in this kind of learning style readily are often lost or troubled with the system. For that reason, various improvements should be made to the existing systems to expand and provide opportunities to all students that desire success.
Ability grouping has its pros and cons that affect the whole educational system. Tracking is necessary as it provides a curriculum equal to the learners’ capabilities and, thus, allow every student to explore his or her full potential according to their preferred pace. Additionally, tracking provides the tutors with a chance to focus on various groups of scholars at different times and, hence, focus on every individual’s needs. Besides, it prevents the high ability children from being drawn back by the low ability students. The slow learners are, hence, encouraged to participate in class without being dominated by the able students. However, tracking affects the students' opinion about themselves and may impact their behaviors negatively. Moreover, it leads to uneven educational experience since this system tends to favor the top learners, giving them a role in society and, thus, undermining the slow learners. 
An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is an official document that is established through a joint effort between the parents, tutors and the school board, for every child that is qualified for special learning (Altenbaugh 177). The IEP addresses every child’s particular learning objectives as well as the unique challenges faced during training, providing an educational plan for all students to explore their full potential. IEPs provide a better solution in the education system as compared to ability grouping. Unlike tracking, which groups children based on their capabilities, IEPs give a chance to all the learners struggling in school, to be taught in a particular way. Therefore, IEPs are more efficient in the education system as compared to ability tracking. 
With the broad use of tracking in the American schooling system, other nations have been left behind in school. The American education system focuses on improving the lives of high ability learners, hence, denying opportunities to international students that aspire greatness through their studies. Children are the future generation of a country and help improve the economy through various activities. Therefore, by tracking the American education systems, inequalities between nations have been developed causing them to lag behind. Therefore, the U.S. Secretary of Education should ensure that all the state schools are reformed to accommodate all students, more so the foreign learners, to improve the education system as well as facilitate growth in all the nations of the world.  
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