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Michelangelo: An Early Renaissance Architect
The renaissance period is recognized as a time of the revolution of art. Among the renowned artists of this period is Michelangelo. His mastery of arts such as architecture, sculpturing, painting and poetry made him a legend artist. Due to his unmatched skills in these arts, Michelangelo’s works have overcome the test of time and are still relevant even in the contemporary world. This paper will focus on the architectural aspect of his arts. His role as an architect of the early renaissance will be explored through his education and training. In addition, his professional status and his pieces of work will be reviewed. Michelangelo expertise in architectural was gained through apprenticeship and is depicted in his iconic creations to which, he was assigned due to his professional standing in this field.
	Michelangelo’s interest in art began at an early age. On attaining the school going age, he was enrolled in a school. However, his passion for art made him abandon his literary studies, against his father’s will (Condivi 5). He would spend most of his time making drawings. Also, he started attending youth society under the apprenticeship of art masters.  He befriended Francesco Granacci, who was being apprenticed in the workshop of Domenico Ghirlandaio.  According to Symonds, Granacci aggravated his craving for art and he eventually resolved to become a practical artist.   Moreover, he paid close attention to nature and he started observing and studying animals (5). Although his father was still opposed to the idea of the art, Michelangelo was persistent on following his passion. As a result, his father opted to put him in the Ghirlandaio’s workshop as an apprentice under the Domenico and Currando, where he learned the art of design and use of color. He also gained practical ability by reproducing copies of antique drawings (7). He then went to work in the Garden of Medici where he learned sculpturing. It was while he was working there that his work caught the attention of the Magnificent Lorenzo. Consequently, Lorenzo offered him patronage through which, Michelangelo was able to perfect his designing and carving skills (8).
	Michelangelo spent most of his life painting and sculpturing and he only endorsed on architectural work in his late years. This is attributed to the allegation that, architectural drawings required an artist to be experienced in his craft (Vasari et al. 115). His first architectural work was the San Lorenzo Facade to which he was commissioned in 1518 by Pope Leo X. he designed a wooden model to illustrate how the classical proportions could be adjusted, but the work was never completed (Hirst 325). He also worked on the Medici Chapel in which he enhanced the original design which had been created by Brunelleschi. In addition, in 1553, he was commissioned by Pope Clement VII to design the Laurentian library. His design of the vestibule column recession and window distribution in the library is described as an evolution from the classical to mannerism style or art. (Vasari et al 116). His outstanding architectural ability is also recognized in other of his works including the tombs of Giuliano and Lorenzo; in which he incorporated his skills in architecture and sculpturing to depict the dignity of the characters that were being memorized by the tombs. Most of his works in Florence were based in the Medici Chapel. However, in 1534 he was sought after by Pope Paul three to go and work in some projects in Rome.  For instance, he worked alongside other architects in the designing of the famous St. Peter Basilica Church. He was particularly behind the iconic dome (Harris and Zuccker 1). The work involved making several adjustments to the original plan which had been developed by Bramante. For instance, he changed the design from the original central church plan to basilica plan.  He also designed the Roman Capitoline Square in which he created an intricate escalation pavement with a star in the middle (Cadogan and William 1148). These two icons have made Rome be recognized as a city of rich architecture up to date. 
Evidently, Michelangelo’s professionalism standing in the architectural art cannot be ignored. For instance, his career was initially influenced by his patronage under Magnificent Lorenzo. During that time, he was able to meet many diplomats and intellectuals who recognized his skills. Moreover, his architectural works were conducted during a time when the Roman Catholic Church had much authority. As a result, the work of designing the church was given to the most reputable architects. This further depicts the professional standing of Michelangelo during his time. Moreover, his ability to incorporate his designs and enhance the works of famous architects such as Filippo Brunelleschi and Bramante is also an illustration of his role as a professional architect. Also, according to Vasari et al, Michelangelo’s designs incorporated the ancient architectural designs as well as new innovations. As a result, he contributed to the transition from classical to mannerism style (116).
 	Michelangelo’s architectural designs have been able to overcome the test of time and they are still relevant in today’s world. After his death, his work inspired many mannerism artists. In later civilizations, his work was still emulated by the Baroque artists. For example; the imitation of the St. Peter Basilica is depicted in the St, Paul’s Cathedral in London is a clear illustration of the relevance of his work in the modern society. Moreover, up to date his iconic designs in Rome are still admired and recognized as the peak of architectural invention. The Roman Sant'Andrea Della Valle is also a contemporary emulation of the St. Peter Dome (Venturi and Scott 103).  Therefore, the role that Michelangelo played in the world of architecture was felt during the renaissance and is still relevant in the current times.
In conclusion, Michelangelo’s interest in art was evident from his early years when he abandoned literally studies in order to pursue his passion. His artistic knowledge was gained through apprenticeship. For instance, Domenico and Currando apprenticed him to the art of design and use of color. His skills later attracted the attention of the Magnificent Lorenzo who offered him patronage. Some of his famous works such as Lorenzo Façade and St Peters Basilica are based in Florence and Rome respectively. The responsibility to work on such significant projects was bestowed on him due to his level of professionalism. Additionally, the relevance of his creations in the contemporary world is depicted by the emulations of his iconic Basilica in the creation of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London among others. Therefore, Michelangelo can be recognized as a legend of architecture.
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