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Should Tablets Replace Textbooks?
Introduction 
 The controversy surrounding whether Tablets should replace textbooks has led to heated debate among the educators. Ideally, for the changes to be realized in learning, the positive technological changes such as replacement of the traditional textbooks with Tablets should be embraced (Weisberg & Mitchell, 190).  In this regard, books should be swapped with Tablets since they have more content and due to their ability to provide updated learning materials; however, the opponents believe such change is expensive and  also invite digital distractors in classroom; moreover, the conflicting ideas can be resolved by adopting Tablets to supplement textbooks rather than overwriting them.
     Tablets are wireless mobile computer with a touch screen display that is smaller than notebook though larger than the smartphone. The different discussion on whether Tablets should replace textbooks was initiated by the educators due to its amazing features that present information in the well-structured format and easy-to read (Choi &Young, 15).  Moreover, the effort to push for adoption of the device is thought to have been triggered by the desire to improve the quality of the education. Therefore, over recent, educators have enormously pushed to switch off from traditional learning materials despite the resistance from the opponents. However, embracing such technology is necessary to facilitate teaching- learning process in this new era.
    Tablets should replace textbooks because they are rich in ideas. Primarily, receive automatic updates that help students learn and keep connected to the school work. According to the survey conducted by United State Department of education, it was found that 81% percent of K-12 instructors believe that Tablets have enormously improved teaching and learning instructions that are always updated to date (Mairch et al., 148).  In a different research conducted by Weisberg & Mitchell to investigate the difference in performance of two groups of students, it was found the category that used an online version of Arithmetic II for iPad performed better than those used textbooks in the classroom (p. 151). It was thought that Tablet allows learners to take charge of their learning consequently improving their performance. Therefore, such researchers attest traditional text books should be switched off to adopt technology-based instruction mode of learning and teaching.
Tablets should replace textbooks because they are less costly. Despite the fact that the initial price of the devices is relatively higher, but the educators need to figure out the comparison of two in the overheads involved in rebuying textbooks. According to the information released by International Data Corporation, it was found that Apple and Samsung sold tablets worth $ 28 billion in 2016 to different secondary in the United States Weisberg & Mitchell, 190). This indicates a majority of the learning institutions have realized the cost involved in re-buying new editions textbooks every two to four years. Such move was associated with Tablets being convenient and cheaper on the long run because they do not need to be rebought as they are kept automatic updated. In this regard, schools should embrace the use of these devices learning and teaching to save the cost of learning and make it more meaningful in the long run.
 	Someone may argue that replacing textbooks with Tablets causes learning distractions. Students are cunning in nature and therefore are often tempted to get engaged in weird behaviors that divert their attention from the class work. In this regard, Maich et al. attest that replacing traditional learning materials with ‘these metal-filled' devices would slowly distract learning because learners may be drawn to surf emails, Facebook, Twitters and like during the learning process (p. 149).  However, this is apparent since even now learners play with mobile phones when ideally they are expected to learn. Therefore, switching off exclusively from the textbooks to Tablets will become a bother to both instructors and students and therefore such technology—based mode of learning to relooked in a different perceptive. 
     To address the conflicting ideas, the opponents need to be sensitized the importance of embracing Tablets in classroom instructions and tabling logistics to prove that such change is cheaper in comparison to textbooks. However, Tablets should be used as the supplement learning material rather than replacing books entirely to accommodate the diversified opinions (Weisberg & Mitchell, 190). This should involve all stakeholders of the education to weigh the merits and demerits of the conflicting views. Ideally, embracing both Tablets and textbooks present an added advantage to the learner since there is no harm what over.  Mostly, in the case where the teacher realizes that students are being deflected from learning objectives probably due to the excitement of certain feature in the course of learning can switch to the textbook to accomplish the learning objective.   
 
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summation, textbooks should be replaced with Tablets because they have more ideas and also due their ability to provide updated learning materials; however, the opponents believe such change is expensive and invite digital dictators hence affecting the outcome of learning; moreover, the conflicting ideas can be resolved by adopting Tablets to supplement textbooks rather than overwriting the latter. However, from the issues documented from the research done, books should be replaced with the Tablets despite the resistance of the opponents. Therefore, it is in opinion replacing traditional instructional materials with these devices will make learning convenient, cheaper, make students more accountable for their learning and consequently improve their performance.
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