
THE EYE OF THE LEOPARD 

Introduction 

The Leopard belongs to the cat family, genus Panthers. Other members of the family include the lion, cheetahs and tiger. The Leopard has relatively short legs and horizontally long body with large adjustable skull, plus camouflaged fur. It has an opportunistic hunting behaviour, broad diet  and strong, muscular neck which enables it to carry prey along the ground and up trees., where other Predators can't access it. It's been adapted to various habitats ranging  from rainforest to steppe,  inclusive of montanes and semi arid areas. It can run as fast as fifty kilometers per hour. 

Courtship :

It is a period during which a couple develops a romantic relationship. Interestingly, it's the female Leopard that initiates this task in the family. When on heat, the female seduces the male with the smell of her urine. During this time, she goes oestrus and her sex hormones are at a level high enough to produce the ova. The male is lured bt the scent, an olfactory response that is aided by a gland on his palate which enables it to measure and gauge the hormone level. The couple stays together during the mating period, which could last a week. During this period, the couple hardly literally goes on hunting for prey. 

Investment in reproduction :

Whereas reproduction is a partnership investment, it is rather obvious that the female invests more than the male. The male has only one major business; mounting on the female after Which it disappears upon the elapse of the period. In contrast, the female has to care for the foetus during pregnancy, gives birth, protects the young one after birth, providing food (hunting) throughout its childhood and transition to maturity. It also takes the initiative of training the young one on how to hunt, hide from enemies and other survival techniques., including timing of prey. To some extent, it puts the young one 

into test on bravery and hunting, pouncing and ambushing.  It's not until the cub has proven to pass the tests successfully that it's allowed to venture into the bushes on its own. 

Mother and offspring :

As in many families, all Members would wish to remain in and maintain close contact with one another at all times. However, there comes a time when the bond must be broken due to external and inevitable circumstances. The following are some of the probable causes of separation of mother and offspring. 

i)  If the mother happens to die of attack by Predators  the young ones must strive for survival

ii)  When the cub becomes fully mature, it's allowed to set off and live independently in the bushes

iii)  when the animals are attacked without conscience, the mothers may take off leaving the young ones behind in an attempt to secure their lives

Experiential learning:

The Leopard trains her cubs on various techniques applied for survival. She takes her to tall trees and trains her on jumping from branch to branch, tree to tree as well as short and swift escape in case an enemy comes in. It also trains on pouncing and ambushing tactics applicable while hunting, using antelopes kid as specimen. It's quite interesting that the cub doesn't kill the kid while training, despite the presence of the mother who watches nearby as her kid faces psychological and physical torture. The cub too learns to carry prey up-tree using its strong muscular neck and canines plus it's highly flexible wrist. 

Conclusion :

In summary, the Leopard has been adapted adequately for life and survival in its habitat by possession of very powerful eyesight since it can spot a prey at long distance, ability to make Some  crawl like movements as it ambushes, as well ability to camouflage in correspondence to the dominant vegetation on the area. 
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