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Perspectives of Ned Kelly in the films ‘Ned Kelly’ and ‘Ned Kelly Uncovered’
Introduction
In the 21st century world, several heroes and villains are represented in contrasting themes which have resulted to different perspectives that have often been changed long after the legends died (Marsden 187). One example of such an individual is Ned Kelly. The myths associated with bandits or outlaws constitute fundamental elements of national identity for several developed nations. Even after his death, the outlaw Ned Kelly still lives on in the culture of Australians thus cementing his position as a symbol of Australian identity (Tranter et al., 187). However, there are contrasting opinions and perspectives as to whether Ned Kelly was a hero or a villain. Furthermore, perceptions about the character of Ned Kelly have also influenced the attitudes of people regarding his importance. This paper will discuss how the various perspectives of Ned Kelly have been presented in the movies ‘Ned Kelly’ and ‘Ned Kelly Uncovered (West et al. 2009).’
In the film ‘Ned Kelly,’ the character Ned Kelly is portrayed as both a hero and a murderous villain. During the scene where the police are chasing after him, Kelly is perceived as a real warrior, and as such, the audience can only hope that Ned can outrun the law enforcers and consequently escape to safety (Marsden 187). The high angle filming technique used for this scene aids the audience in developing empathy for Ned and his associates. Furthermore, towards the end of the film in the scene of the final shoot-out, Kelly embodies the perception of a hero. The closeup filming technique enables the audience to have a glimpse a Ned’s utter disdain for the for the law enforcers.
During the scene, he staggers out of the pub in his detestable armor and openly exposes himself to the intense gunfire from the police officers. In this scene, Kelly is seen fighting to his last straw and killing many men in the fight. Thus, Kelly is perceived as a hero by the audience. Additionally, Ned Kelly is presented as a bold, dangerous, and rebellious character (Tranter et al., 189). In as much as many people suffered and died in his hands, he is persistent, and fights for what he believes is right. Besides, many people did not have faith in Kelly’s ability to succeed. Nevertheless, he manages by dying with honor. Still, Ned Kelly is presented as a hero since he only stands up to fight the corrupt and biased leadership. He does this to prove to the masses that it is possible to secede from the authority and live harmoniously.  
According to the film ‘Ned Kelly Uncovered,’ Kelly takes up various perspectives. He is perceived as an underdog who stood up against injustices as well as police corruption as a sign of solidarity with his family and friends. Accordingly, Kelly was a rebel who was not afraid of breaking the rules as exemplified in the phrase ‘as game as Ned Kelly’ (Marsden 190). The director’s use of diegetic and non-diegetic sounds resonates with the themes portrayed in each scene. For the interviewees during the filming, diegetic sounds of the wind as well as of objects in the background as well as for the horse steps during horse runs get heavily incorporated in the scene. Also, non-diegetic sounds are used when, for instance, the story of Ned’s heroics is explained within the film.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Still, many vilify him as a dangerous thief, police killer, and bank robber who intentionally sought to undermine the social order and stability in the Australian colonies. Besides, Kelly is presented as an iconic national figure since he straddles across several cultural dimensions (Tranter et al., 192). His stance against the provincial police touches on historical elements of Australian identity such as his piety as exemplified by his statement, “I’ve never short a man, but if I do so help me God, you’ll be the first”, (West et al.) The English authorities were commonly regarded to as colonial overlords. Consequently, the anti-English aspects of this Kelly myth partly account for the opposition mounted by conservatives and pro-monarchists who do not acknowledge his symbolic importance (Tranter et al., 204). It is evident that outlaws such as Kelly were highly regarded and celebrated since they were perceived in a right or wrong way as embodying the spirit of protest and defiance which symbolized the poor people striking back at their oppressors.
Conclusion
Ned Kelly, as a character, embodies different perspectives in the film ‘Ned Kelly’ as well as in ‘Ned Kelly Uncovered.’ In some instances, he is perceived to be a hero who represents the oppressed in the society. His rebellious nature endears him to the poor people in Australia. Contrastingly, he is also perceived to be a bank robber and a murderer. He kills so many police officers during the last shoot-out where he ultimately loses his life. Even in his death, Ned Kelly remains a symbol of hope for the poor and oppressed and a villain for the numerous murders he committed.
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