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The most common road conditions that contribute to car accidents
Most of the accidents around the world are mainly caused by driver negligence and errors such as drunk driving, over speeding, fatigue and distracted driving. However, the state or conditions of roads has also been blamed for the cause of various accidents. HHR (1) in fact revealed that close to half of the car accidents are caused by bad state of the roads and Congress has done little to correct the bad state and ensure that all the roads are in a good condition.  The state governments have not helped either as a result of their limited budgets to the roads sector. This study will look into some of the most common road conditions that lead to accidents.
One of the road conditions that lead to accidents is unmaintained roads. Roads should be maintained occasionally, the lack of which leads to the development of cracks and potholes on the surface. Vehicles can lose control or burst a tire after hitting a pothole and thereby leading to an accident. Other important features that accompany roads such as the guardrails, signals and markers should also be properly maintained and put up since the failure to do so may also lead to accidents (HHR).
Inappropriate design is another road condition that can also lead to accidents. For instance, the lack of a proper drainage system on roads may lead to hydroplaning as a result of water filling up on the surface. In addition, slopes, dips and also corners have been wrongly designed can lead to accidents. This is supported by the fact that the driver’s vision on the road may be inhibited by such defective signs and therefore inhibiting his or her ability to monitor the oncoming vehicles (HHR).
Accidents can also be caused by obstacles on the roadside. For instance, putting up utility poles, signs or any other obstacle that can inhibit the vision of the driver on the road or limit the flow of traffic has also been cited as one road condition that can lead to accidents. Roadside vegetation that also obstructs the view of the driver on the road can also lead to accidents and it is therefore vital to ensure that there are no obstacles on the road in order to ensure that the vision of the driver is not inhibited and to ensure that there is a smooth flow of traffic (HHR).
Other road conditions that can lead to accidents include insufficient lighting on the road or lighting that is so bright in a way that inhibits the vision of the drivers on the roads. It is imperative to ensure that there sufficient and proper lighting on the road and more so at night in order to make it easier for the driver to have a good view of the road and consequently avert accidents. This can also reduce accidents that are caused by deer that often roam at night near roads in various parts of the country. A dashing run across the road by a deer as a vehicle is passing, can cause an accident but proper lighting can avert this (Coxwell & Associates).
In conclusion, it is palpable from the study that there is an array of road conditions that can indeed cause accidents. The study cites unmaintained roads as one of the leading causes of accidents. Inappropriate road designs and obstacles on the roadside have also been cited as other leading conditions that can lead to accidents. Finally, the study has cited insufficient lighting on the roads and overly bright lights as other factors that can lead to accidents. It is therefore pivotal to ensure that the roads are properly and constantly maintained, proper roads designs are put in place, there is proper lighting on roads and that all obstacles on the road side are eliminated in order to avert accidents.
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