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The alliance between Saudi Arabia and Yemen

The alliance theory in international relations calls for an agreement between states in times of crisis. In many cases, the alliances are formed as a way of gaining control over a particular region. Saudi Arabia in a bid to control the Middle East region engaged their army in the Yemen war that involved the loyal government troops and the rebel movement (Popp 2). Saudi Arabia and Yemen have often enjoyed cordial relationship over time in the course of their relationships. Yemen had been involved in a conflict prompting the entry of Saudi Arabia (Popp 3). As such, Saudi Arabia joined the war in support of the government-allied troops as a way of exerting their control and increasing the prospects of Yemen across the Middle East region (Transfeld 151).

However, the alliance between Saudi Arabia and Yemen consequently affected Yemen’s control over the region. It is evident that the air missions launched by Saudi Arabia in support of the government troops failed to conquer the rebel groups leading to the proliferation of the rebel movement and regrouping in many regions across the country (Transfeld 152). Although alliances often arise due to the need for states to sustain a balance of power, the Saudi Arabia-Yemen alliance failed to enhance a greater control of Yemen's government in the nation (Transfeld 153). The alliance theory often calls for the assistance of distant countries rather than neighboring states. Though Saudi Arabia's entry was significant in reducing the extent of the war, the war further polarized the nation with no capacity to engage in regional negotiations. As such, the Yemen nation had no control over the local collaborations as their alliance with Saudi Arabia weakened their association with other neighboring and regional countries (Transfeld 158).
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