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	Every author wishes to pass a certain message to the intended audience or reader. As a result, authors may apply a distinct writing style as well as other literary elements as a way of ensuring the message they want to convey is well understood by the reader. Literary elements such as metaphors, allegory, imagery, irony; among others, are commonly develop a unique voice or tone in order to emphasize a point. Similarly, the setting of the writing is important because; the theme around which the events revolve may be borrowed from the historical context of particular literature writing. For instance, many author focus on the depicting the theme of the reality behind appearances, as a way of unleashing an ignored truth, that would otherwise make the lives of mankind better.  This paper will analyze Kate Chopin’s “Desiree’s Baby” and “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant to find out how both authors have employed the theme of realism to reveal the reality behind appearances, as a way of enhancing the lives of mankind.
	Realism is a literary movement that was adopted in Europe in the period between the mid-19th and early 20th century. The distinct feature of realism as a literary technique is that it focused on representing life as it is. In view of this, Guy de Maupassant strongly depicts this feature of realism in his work “The Necklace”. Using a third person point of view, the author narrates the miserable life of a named Mathilde. She was one of the best-looking girls of her time. But as fate would have it, she was born in a poor family and therefore she never had high expectations in life. As a result, though unhappily, she freely married Monsieur Loisel; who was a junior clerk at the ministry of education. All the while, Mathilde neither accepted nor appreciated the life she was leading. She lived in bitterness as she felt that she deserved a better in life. 
	She was bitter that she could not afford good clothes and jewelry; the very things she thought a beautiful lady like her deserved. She was also jealous of her rich friend Madame Forestier. On the other hand, Mathilde’s husband Monsieur Loisel was contented with the life they were leading.  One day Mathilde and her husband were invited to a party at the ministry. However, Mathilde turned down the invitation because she did not want to appear before the people at the party while poorly dressed. As a result, her husband sacrifices the money he had been saving to buy a gun and volunteered to buy her a dress. Even then, Mathilde was not contented. She needed to wear expensive jewelry to the party. She refused to wear flowers instead stating that “there's nothing so humiliating as looking poor in the middle of a lot of rich women” (2). Consequently, Monsieur Loisel advised her to borrow some jewelry from Madame Forestier. Mathilde borrowed a diamond necklace from her friend and her desire to be noticed, inquired about; to be wildly attractive were fulfilled on the day of the party. As the author notes, on that day “Mathilde Loisel was a success” (3). 	However, Mathilde lost the diamond necklace on the very day, and this changed her life for the worst. She was forced to move into a smaller house, to perform household chores while her husband worked day and night to repay the necklace. This went on for ten years after which Mathilde had aged prematurely. As the author puts it, “She had become like all the other strong, hard, coarse women of poor households” (5). It was in the same state that Mathilde coincidentally met her longtime friend and informed her of the ten years of misery. Madame Forestier was deeply moved, and she informed Mathilde that all their toil was in vain because her original necklace was an imitation “worth at the very most five hundred francs” (5).
	In this story, the author has employed the realism technique to unleash various realities that are hidden behind the face value. To start with, he has clearly indicated the facts and observations and developed a clearly defined and precise plot. Rather than concentrating on the protagonist’s obsession with wealth or unhappiness, he has basically reported the events as they occurred. In the same line, he has narrated objectively without idealizing any of the characters. Similarly, he has not explained how Mathilde reacted after Madame Forestier revealed that her necklace was a fake. In the same line, has not offered any moral interpretation at the end of the story. Rather, just as it is common in realism, the author has narrated the events as they unfolded. However, he has managed to develop suspension and visualization, as well as to draw the attention of the reader. Still, through his narration, the reader is able to derive various moral lessons.
	 In the same line, the author has managed to employ various themes as a way of unleashing the reality that is hidden behind appearance. Among them is the theme of deception. When Madame Forestier lent Mathilde her diamond necklace, she did not hint at her that it was an imitation. Similarly, when she lost the necklace, Mathilde and her husband opted to replace it without informing Madame Forestier about it. If any of the parties had managed to communicate the truth, the Loisels would have been saved the ten years trouble that led them to “the ghastly life of abject poverty” (4). 
	Still, the fake jewelry is a symbol of deception of appearances. To start with, Madame Forestier was a wealthy woman. Therefore, her possessing a fake jewelry informs the reader that she knew the effect of perception. People would appreciate the jewelry because they did not perceive it as fake. Also, Mathilde uses the same jewelry to convey an appearance of wealth, and everybody at the party is awed by the necklace. This strongly depicts how appearance has the power to deceive.  In these scenarios, the author focuses on the theme of deception to notify the reader of the undesirable and costly repercussions of the vice.
	On the other hand, the author uses a straightforward and serious tone to convey his message. This is common in realism whereby events are stated as they are without any hidden messages or jokes. The absence of humor in the author’s narration depicts a serious tone. It is not easy to make out the feelings of the author regarding the happenings since he does not offer any opinion, neither is he inclined on the side of any character. This is vital in realism movement; which only aims to pass a message without persuasion or exaggeration.
	Similarly, Maupassant has utilized irony and a twist ending in unleashing the truth behind appearance. It is ironical that the day Mathilde thought she had all she had desired in life, turned out to be the day that she lost even the little that she had. Also, the jewelry that had made her famous for an instant, and helped her to achieve the ecstasy she so much desired, was the same item that stole her beauty; the most valued feature in her life. Also, irony is depicted by the fact that Mathilde and her husband toiled for ten years to repay a fake jewelry. The author uses irony in the narration to illustrate how failing to accept the reality and becoming over ambitious can ruin mankind. 
	Notably, up to the end, the reader is convinced that the ten years of poverty was the price that Mathilde had to pay for losing the necklace. Nevertheless, Madame Forestier’s revelation at the end of the story brings to the light the fact that, Mathilde and her husband would have been saved the trouble, if only they had told the truth. As such, the ten years of suffering and frustrations was punishment for their deception.  This twist informs the reader that even the most seemingly “harmless” lie could cause serious trouble. Life would, therefore, be better if people would be honest in all matters.
	On the other hand, in “Desiree’s Baby,” Chopin narrates the story of Desiree; a girl who was adopted by Madame Valmonde when she was still a toddler. She was later married to Armand Aubigny. Desiree’s mother went visiting her and the baby. During the visit, Desiree got a chance to tell her mother how Armand had changed to a better person and how deeply he loved her and the baby. However, when the baby was three months old, there were speculations that it was black, and Armand’s attitude towards Desiree and the baby changed drastically. 
Desiree did not understand the sudden change. However, after some time, she came to the realization that her baby was indeed black. Desiree was desperate and she wrote to her mother asking if she was indeed black. Without saying much, her mother just asked her to go back home with the baby. Later on, Armand discovered a letter which revealed that he was the one who was black and not Desiree.
	Unlike in the necklace, the author of Desiree’s baby has indicated the settings of the story. The setting of the story is in L`Abri during a time when slavery was allowed.  The setting, in this case, is vital because; it lays a foundation for the events that would unfold in the plot. The major themes of racism and slavery are also borrowed from the historical setting of the story. The author uses a third person point of view throughout the story.   This point of view is significant in realism because it acts as a voice that just states the facts of the events in the story without inclining on a specific side. 
	Just like Maupassant, Chopin employs a straightforward and serious tone. She does not use any humor or irony in the narration. She just states the fact as they are without offering any commentary; as is common in realism. Chopin states the fact and the observation and leaves the reader to derive their own lessons from the story.
	Unlike in “The Necklace” where the author uses the theme of deception to disclose the truth hidden behind appearances, Chopin employs the theme of racism and slavery to create the same effect. Notably, the setting of the story notifies the reader that during that time, slavery was practiced. Chopin notes that “Young Aubigny`s rule was a strict one, too, and under it, his negroes had forgotten how to be gay…” (2). Also, when Madame Valmonde saw the baby after one month, she realized that he was not white. The author notes that she exclaimed, “this is not the baby” (2). Notably, those of the black race were associated with slavery and thus they were considered as inferior to the whites.  The theme of racism and slavery are relevant during the time the story was written. This is because both vices were contributing to injustice and discrimination in the society.   
	Chopin has used irony to bring out the themes of racism and slavery. To start with it was ironical that Armand blamed and deserted Desiree due to the allegation that she was black, while he was the one who was black. Also, Armand fell in love promptly and he was not bothered by the obscure origin of Desiree but changed drastically when he suspected that Desiree was black. Another irony is that La Blanche the slave is white like her masters. However, because her origin is known, she is condemned to slavery. Through this irony, the author wants to bring out the fact that one’s origin or color should not be a basis for racism and slavery. 
	Unlike Maupassant, Chopin has used numerous figures of speech including similes. For instance, he notes Armand’s passion for Desiree “swept along like an avalanche, or like a prairie fire, or like anything that drives headlong over all obstacles” (1).  the use of imagery is also depicted when the author notes that “Desiree`s face became suffused with a glow that was happiness itself” (3). The use of imagery and other figures of speech is vital in realism because; it helps the reader to fully comprehend the imaginary world created by the author. It also helps the author to express the message in a way that is vivid in the reader's mind, and make the events seem as real as possible.
	Just like Maupassant, Chopin offers a twist at the end of the story. Notably, the obscure origin of Desiree could have convinced the reader that she was a native of the black race. However, the author twists the end when he reveals that it was Armand who was indeed black and not Desiree. This revelation creates a reflective effect on the reader; leading to the realization that not everything is what it appears. 
	In conclusion, realism is a literary movement that aimed at stating the facts and observations as they are. Notably, realism writing is mostly aimed at informing the reader of the truth behind appearances; as a way of making the world a better place. In view of this, Maupassant’s “The Necklace” and Chopin’s “Desiree’s Baby” are both examples of realism pieces. In both stories, the authors employ relevant themes and irony; which help them to uncover an invisible truth. Additionally, both writers utilize the third person perspective and use descriptive techniques including the use of imagery, similes, and other figures of speech; in order to make their descriptive as vivid as possible. The way they develop the plot and twist the ending rings a warning bell for the readers to never judge a book by its cover.
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