Duty Ethics

For your final SLP, think about a major ethical dilemma you faced in the past. Think carefully about how the notions of utilitarian/consequentialist ethics and duty/deontological ethics from the Module 3 and 4 background readings apply to this dilemma.
Then write a 2- to 3-page paper addressing the following issues:
1. Briefly describe the ethical dilemma you faced.
2. How does the Utility Test apply to this ethical dilemma that you faced?
3. What were the duty/deontological implications of this ethical dilemma?
4. Based on the material from this class, might you have made a different decision regarding this ethical dilemma if you could do it all over again?

DUTY ETHICS
Unlike utility ethics, “duty” ethics hold that the duty to act (or not to act) is rooted in the goodness or evil of the act itself—and not in the outcome of the act. Said differently, certain acts are good or bad in and of themselves. Immanuel Kant was a duty-based philosopher, who argued that people must act out of duty. This concept is also referred to as deontological ethics.
Start off with these short videos that will introduce you to the basics of duty/deontological ethics and the main theories of Immanuel Kant:
UT McCombs School of Business. (2017). Ethics defined: Deontology. Ethics Unwrapped Video Series. Retrieved from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jorMWgBlyqU
Leonard, O. (2016). Beginner's guide to Kant's moral philosophy. Philosophy Tube. Retrieved from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQ2fvTvtzBM&t=127s
Now read up in more detail on duty ethics with the following book chapters:
Brusseau, J. (2012). Chapter 3: Theories of duties and rights: Traditional tools for making decisions in business when the means justify the ends. Business Ethics. Lardbucket Books. Retrieved from: https://2012books.lardbucket.org/books/business-ethics/s06-theories-of-duties-and-rights-.html
Duty-based ethics. (2014). BBC. Retrieved from http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/introduction/duty_1.shtml
If any of the links above are down or you want more material on duty ethics, check out the optional materials below.
Optional Reading
The following book chapter contains a section on deontology on pages 74-80:
Philosophers 101. (2013). Kant’s ethics (deontological) and the categorical imperative. Retrieved from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQcC1qYP08s
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