Igor Appelboom

[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the short 17 years for which I have existed on Earth, I have lived in eight of the planet’s different countries. In between Brazil—where I was born—and England—where I currently reside—I have called Syria, the USA, Argentina, Australia, Russia, and Portugal home. Through spending time in such diverse nations, one cannot help but be struck by the economic differences that exist between and within them, and, therefore, to reflect upon the cultural and economical factors that influence these divergences. My deep fascination with the relationships between the human and physical world underlies my interest in economics and my desire to study in a nation that is dense in intellectual and financial hubs.  
In addition to extensive reading as part of my formal education, I relish delving into books in my spare time that put forward arguments for how the political and economic situations of particular countries have been influenced—and will continue to be influenced—by geographical variables. For instance, Tim Marshall’s Prisoners of Geography argues that the physical position of the USA meant that it was inevitable that it would become a economical superpower, while Monkey Business: Swinging Through the Wall Street Jungle written by John Rolfe and Peter Troob, has allowed me to explore a possible future career path.  Thes e somewhat deterministic views of the world are in line with my mathematical mindset, which has led me to also read books such as The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money by Keynes, which reasons that unemployment will not necessary be solved by time in a market economy. 
Besides developing my theoretical perspectives of the world through reading, I have endeavoured to apply my knowledge in real-world contexts, such as by enhancing my understanding of geography through completing fieldwork on psammosere succession at Oxwich Bay or through examining coast management techniques on the Gold Coast of Australia. These experiences enabled me to foster greater insights into the influence of human activities on the natural world and vice versa, which, in turn, led me to participate in the Green Butler Project, through which I am implicated in making my school house eco-friendlier. Similarly, I have completed a work placement at St. James Place Wealth Management, where I was involved in the development of portfolios for the firm’s clients. This work allowed me to reflect on how assets are affected by macroeconomic trends, which led me to attend Young Investment Bankers lectures at UCL and to experiment with online trading platforms in order to learn more about investing and financial markets.    

Outside of conventional education, I enjoy participating in various sports, including football, basketball, and volleyball, through which I have improved my capacity to work in teams and to communicate. Similarly, as the sports prefect for my house, I have been afforded the chance to demonstrate my ability to lead. In addition to team sports, I am enthusiastic about a number of more individual activities, such as SCUBA diving, skiing, golf, paragliding, computer programming and rock climbing. On one hand, these pursuits are enjoyable since they allow me to indulge my love of problem solving through presenting me with the challenge of always improving. On the other, they allow me to engage with and appreciate my environment and relate it to my studies. 
I recognise that balancing a rigorous curriculum with co-curricular activities will also be demanding. Having thus far excelled in my education, however, despite having to face the challenges associated with frequently moving to new countries, I am confident that I can rise to the expectations of my future institution, through which I hope to continue to gain insights into how different economic activities impact the both the human and natural world on a global scale, and make use of the array of opportunities available at University. 
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