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The Struggle of Orders
Introduction
The struggle of orders is also referred to as the conflict of orders and was a political tussle that existed amongst the Plebeians who were the commoners and the Patricians who were the aristocrats in Rome. The struggle began in 494 BC to 287 BC in which the commoners tried to seek for equality.  The power of the law and command lied solely with the patrician class. The consuls who were the leaders and magistrates were elected only from the Patricians and only the patricians would be elected to the senate. The Patrician class held onto power while the Plebeians worked towards raising their social and political class to ensure equality (Mitchell, Richard, 129). The Patricians could not exist without the Plebeians because they were the ones involved in the production of grain and supplied labor at the farms to ensure the Roman economy was running. Moreover, the Plebeians worked as soldiers for the legions. 
The struggle began in 494 BC after the plebeians were moved to the Sacred Mount outside Rome. The Plebes were angry and formed a tribal assembly, their own alternative government with the objective of acquiring protection against the unjust and arbitrary ways of the patricians and the consuls (Mitchell, Richard, 158).The main conflict in the struggle for orders was mainly the political representation of the plebes. The plebeian soldiers in the Roman army refused to fight during the war between the Roman Republic and the Sabine and Volsci Italic tribes. The Plebeians made their point clear that the Patricians were dependent on the plebes for services and support. 
In the end, the patricians agreed that they needed the plebeians to exist in the society and there was a modification of the Roman constitution to ensure it met the few demands of the plebeians while the patricians maintained full control. The plebeians were granted a right to elect at least two representatives who were the tribunes. This meant that the Roman Senate had to compromise with the plebeians ("Struggle of the Orders"). As they developed, the plebeians held the most significant power whereby they had absolute veto power and could not at any time be called to account for the actions they had taken. The tribune could not be harmed in any way. The plebeians were now legally protected from any physical harm from the patricians. The tribune had been given control over all things except being military commanders.
[bookmark: _GoBack] The long struggle of power between the plebeians and the patricians had existed for around 200 years and by 445 BC the plebeians won the concession of the law of the twelve tables which involved codes that specified civic issues, crimes and the relationship existing between family and other citizens. The plebeians were given the right to intermarry with the patricians in 445 BC. This paved way for the wealthy plebeians to be elected to high positions in the Senate. The legislations in Rome changed significantly as the tribune in 367 BC passed laws that allowed one consul every year to be a plebeian, the praetor to serve as the assistant consul and the laws that restricted the amount of land owned by any citizen ("Struggle of the Orders"). The plebeians had finally won all their struggles with the patricians and there was very little bloodshed. The two groups came to a compromise as the plebes required the knowledge and guidance of the patricians while the patricians required the plebes to protect Rome during war.
Work Cited
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