Surname 4

Name:
Instructor:
Course:
Date:
The Need for People to Recycle Paper
Recycling of papers is highly encouraged as an environmental conservation measure, particularly in the contemporary global context where climatic changes and pollution are a concern. Eco-friendliness promotes the need for recycling of various products as a way of ensuring the cleanliness of the environment in which humans and other living things dwell. Though there are several ways through which a used paper can be disposed, this disposal has various repercussions for the environment and the living beings in it. Poor disposal, which is a frequent occurrence, is particularly detrimental and a major reason for encouraging the recycling of waste materials. To most people, burning a used paper is the best way of disposal. This leads to emission of various gases that are not only harmful to the environment but also to humans.
As an environmental conservation measure, people should recycle papers as this reduces the space needed for disposal and also reduces the volume of greenhouse gas emissions that occur at any given time. Mostly, people will damp used papers in a landfill or burn it in an incinerator. While in the landfill, these waste papers portray an untidy environment and even yield a stench after mixing with other wastes that are organic. Where burning of waste papers is an option, this emits greenhouse gases that are harmful to the environment and the inhabitants. Carbon and Hydrogen are two elements that are released after burning a paper. The Carbon element combines with Oxygen in the air to form Carbon dioxide while the Hydrogen element forms water vapor which is wiped away by the carbon in the smoke. After the combustion, waste paper leaves solid ash as a by-product and this can easily be carried away by the wind since it is lighter than the original paper (Watt). Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse emission while solid ash is one of the by-products of combustion. These are just two among the elements that go against the endeavors of attaining an eco-friendly environment.
The production process of paper contributes to air pollution and water pollution due to green house gas emissions that are inevitable. Air pollution is estimated to cause 5% of the world’s burden, particularly the acute respiratory complications in children. Recycling provides a means through which energy consumption and environmental pollution are reduced and this may lead to reduction of chronic illnesses, such as asthma (US Environmental Protection Agency).  Recycling of paper contributes to a reduction of air pollution by 74% in comparison to the use of raw materials in paper production.  Recycling also contributes to the improvement of the quality of water by preventing entry of various pollutants into the rivers, stream and other water sources. The production process of paper yields large amounts of waste that are dumped in landfills while others get carried away into the river sources, particularly during the rainy season. Such occurrences lead to an increase in the magnitude of waterborne diseases, such as cholera, yet recycling could go a long way in eliminating the wastes. The utilization of recycling bins should, therefore, be a priority rather than promotion of landfills as a way of waste disposal (US Environmental Protection Agency).
In essence, people should recycle paper rather than dumping them in landfills. Burning of waste paper is also not a good option as it leads to greenhouse gas emissions that pose a threat to the environment and the health of living beings. Recycling acts as an environmental conservation measure as landfills are left for other wastes that cannot be recycled. It also helps to prevent diseases as it reduces chances of releasing wastes into the water sources and the environment at large. Recycling contributes to the improvement of the quality of air and water, a factor that is critical in reducing respiratory infections and waterborne diseases. It is, therefore, crucial to encourage the utilization of recycling bins rather than dumping of garbage in landfills, particularly waste papers.      
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