Assignment Packet 2

ARTICLE ANALYSIS (2.5-3 pages long)
Requirements: 1) Your article MUST BE from one of the library databases. It CANNOT be from the web. Web sources will be obtained at a later date. 2) Your article must be at least two pages long and a maximum of five pages long. 3) Your paper must do the following three things: summarize, analyze, and evaluate the article. 
The goal here is to help you determine early on if your sources are valid and useful. This exercise also parallels the Cornell Notes. 
Give your article analysis a title that addresses the topic; it cannot be the same as your article’s title.
Your paper must include the author’s name and the title of the text being analyzed in the first paragraph. When you later refer to the author, you must use his or her last name. The only time to use an author’s first name is if you know them personally. Your introduction must also include the date and source of your article.
Use MLA in-text citation, as discussed in class, to indicate any paraphrases or quotations. 
Most common issues:
1) Make sure you fully understand the text. To do so, you may want to consult a dictionary and/or read the article multiple times. As always, ask me for additional assistance.
2) Lastly, DO NOT project your views on the author or text. You will have a chance to do this when developing your position in the Short Argument paper. For this assignment, simply convey and analyze the author’s position.
To help guide you, I have included some guiding questions below. While you will not be able to answer every one of these questions, you must fairly and adequately represent all three portions – Summary, which conveys facts and must be accurate and objective; Analysis, which  is more subjective; and Evaluation, which is entirely subjective.
1) What is the author’s main point/thesis? Note whether the article is intended to persuade or inform. 

2) What are the key subordinate points? How do these points support the thesis? This is part of your summary.

3)  What system is used to progress from point to point (i.e. Comparison and Contract, Definition)? Is there anything unusual or notable about how the information is organized? Do you think the structure is effective (do not include first-person in your response)? Explaining this structure is part of the summary AND part of your analysis; determining whether this works well is part of your evaluation.

4) What logical arguments and evidence does the author use to support his or her ideas? What credible sources does the author employ – statistics, experts, experience? Does this evidence seem reliable? Is the argument well constructed? Are there any logical fallacies? Provide at least one example of the types of evidence or logic used. Use concepts from your reading and our in-class discussion to analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the evidence and logic. This serves to further summarize, analyze, and evaluate the piece.

5) What audience does the article address? What assumptions does the author make about what you do or do not already know? Are these assumptions appropriate? This further contributes to your analysis and evaluation.

6) What is the context for this article? When was it written (make sure that it is current)? Is it a response to a particular event? Is it a report of a new discovery? Is it controversial? Is it related to a particular historical, political, social, or personal situation? This is part of your summary and analysis.

7) What is the author’s purpose? Is the author writing to persuade, inform, entertain, or something else? Be specific. This is part of your summary.

8) What are the author’s qualifications? If the article was found in a periodical, anthology, or on the Internet, evaluate the reliability of the sources. This is part of your evaluation.

9) What do you like/dislike about the article? Do you agree with it? Do you like the style? What are its strengths and weaknesses? Would you recommend this article? To whom? This is part of your evaluation.

10) How is this article useful to you? DO NOT USE FIRST PERSON. Has this contributed to the development of your ideas? Has it supported or changed your original views? Does it support your argument or validate the opposition?

11) What is unique about this article?









TAKING NOTES ON RESEARCH SOURCES – CORNELL NOTES
Once you have found your research sources, you will need to take notes on them. Highlighting is not enough and will not be accepted for credit. The best way to actually process/learn from your new-found information is to take notes. Additionally, keeping notes will help you AVOID PLAGIARISM.
The following bibliographic and summary information will be included on a separate Cornell Notes sheet; the template is posted on Bb with the initial assignment and under Course Content. 
a. Bibliography Information for Cornell Notes: Each source should have its own Cornell Notes sheet, on which you should record the bibliographic information in MLA format. In other words, copy and paste the Works Cited entry here.

b. Questions and Answers: When you complete the pre-reading (see the SQR3 handout), you’ll want to record questions that you hope to glean from your close reading. These belong in the left-hand column. You must include at least three that are related to each specific reading. Avoid questions like “Who is the author?” – information that is located at the top – unless you intend to further develop his or her qualifications. 

Answers should be provided in the main space/right-hand column. You do NOT need to use full sentences here, as these are notes. If you use abbreviations, make sure that they make sense in the long-run.

c. Summary Information on Cornell Notes: This is where you should summarize your sources in 2-3 sentences.

d. Paraphrases: Notes that change the original text of a specific passage but keep the basic information and information order should be indicated as paraphrases. MAKE SURE TO INCLUDE parenthetical citations to help you avoid plagiarism later.

e. Quotations: Lastly, you will obviously want//need to use some direct quotes from your sources. Choose quotes very carefully and use them sparingly (when you could not say it better). Please place quotation marks around the quote to indicate that it is a quote and be sure to include the parenthetical citation, including page #s when available.
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