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Adapted from, "Race and policing in historical context: Dehumanization and the policing of Black people in the 21st century” by Owusu-Bempah, Akwasi

	Questions/Recall
What is the main thesis of the article?







What are the key subordinate points?






What method is used to progress from point to point?





Is there anything notable about how the information is organized?






What evidence doe the author employ to support his idea?






Is the evidence well-constructed? If so how is it effective?







Who does the article address? 









What assumptions about the audience does the author make? Are these assumptions appropriate?






What is the context of the article? When was it written?  Is it a response to a particular event?







What are the author’s qualifications? Is the article reliable?






What is likeable about the article? What are the qualities of the article? Is the article recommendable and if so to whom?















What is the usefulness of the article? How does the article affect the individual’s opinion?

What is unique about this article
	Notes/Responses
The author intends to find out the underlying causes of racial disparities against the African-American people especially by law enforcement agencies. 
Examining historical circumstances that may have contributed towards racial inequality and injustices experienced over the last two centuries.
The author of this article therefore intends to inform as opposed to persuading.

There has been a lot of prior research by criminologists in the past on racial stereotyping by law enforcement agencies.
A lot of this research has been objective instead of using a more subjective approach
According to Owusu-Bempah regardless of the cause the root of racial discrimination lies in historical race relations among Americans (p. 24).

The article is organized in sections with each section showing a flow of ideologies and the writer’s thoughts regarding various subjects through reflection and analysis.
The sections used by the author to convey information are; background, theoretical shortcomings, historical developments of race & racial inequalities, the concept of dehumanization and a summary (p. 24).

The article is well organized in subsequent parts with sub headings thus depicting a clear perspective on the author’s opinions that is easy to understand. 
The organizational method used by the author is effective in relaying his intended message to the readers.
It also helps the readers form counter arguments based on the author’s views that either support or oppose the given information.

Author uses a variety of articles as well as works from other scholars and criminologists who have undertaken similar studies. 
Owusu- Bempah uses several published works to establish his own perspective.
Some of the authors used as reference to establish the thesis of this article include; Alexander M (2012), Caravajal D (2014), Fein H (1979) among a host of other works cited by the author.


Using references from factual sources ensures that the author’s own perspectives and opinions on the same are well researched and accurate on many levels.
For instance, to stress his view that criminologists have failed in their quest for the cause of racial discrimination (p.25), Owusu- Bempah quotes Ward (2014)
The effectiveness of quoting works by authors with the similar inclinations is that it assists the author to push his point home by adding credibility to his insinuations.

This article is intended for the general population as a means of enlightening the ordinary American on historical facts and practices that may have contributed towards racial disparities in the current world.
However, based on the research and criticism that is characteristic of this article it can be argued that the most targeted audience is fellow researcher’s and criminologists
The author addresses criminologists in the article in a bid to help with finding a solution to the ever growing menace of racial discrimination associated with law enforcement (p.23). 

In the article the author makes the general assumption that most criminologists look at key issues from an objective P.O.V and attempts to distinguish himself by instead being subjective (p.24). 
The author also assumes that his audience is aware of the racial disparities against African- American people.
Although this assumptions are inaccurate and to some extent inappropriate they both serve well in achieving the purpose of informing as well enlightening the audience.

Article was written in the year 2016 based on events that have happened in the recent past evidenced by examples of recent victims of police brutality.
It is designed to address the growing cases of police brutality against African Americans across the united states that have sparked waves of protest in as recent days.
Contextual in the current world in that it attempts to find causes to a problem that is threatening to destroy the moral fabric that holds Americans together.


A renowned Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Toronto, Mississauga.
It is one of Owusu-Bempah’s research articles and as such solely expresses his opinions and views based on an analysis of facts both historical and current
Based on the fact that the article also cites from other sources the information depicted can be regarded as subjective.


Article is well organized and uses a systematic approach to relay historical data and events and use these events to come up with the roots of current issues in our societies.
As a result of this straight forward and well organized approach coupled with historical evidence, the audience is able to understand the author’s point of view and at the end of the article be able to decide if they agree with the stated ideas or not.
The only shortcoming of the article being the blind assumptions poised by the author which tends to paint a picture of self-centrism.
Self-centrism- “in crime on the part of African Americans or racial discrimination on the part of police officers and police agencies—persists because criminologists have largely failed to recognize that these are mutually reinforcing phenomena both rooted in the history of American race-relations.” (p. 23-24)
Besides this lone weakness, the style used by the author is indeed likeable and would be highly recommended to fellow scholars, authors and researchers alike.


Useful in realizing underlying racial problems in American societies today
Changes individual perspectives to be more accommodative and tolerant based on history

It was written by an author who is not a resident of the united states but yet is well versed in the issues that affect the nation.
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	Summary
This article uses a unique approach that has not been used by other criminologists to try and decipher the growing discontent in how law agencies handle minorities in the country. It does so by revisiting historical events to formulate various ideologies that can be used to find the root causes of these problems and by so doing help in finding lasting solutions. 
To help in identifying key areas and addressing them effectively, The article is divided into sections. These sections are; background, theoretical shortcomings, historical developments of race & racial inequalities, the concept of dehumanization and a conclusion.
By the end of the article, the author is able to effectively analyze historical events that revolve around race to come up with his views on what the causes for racial discrimination against African American people especially by law enforcement agencies are.


	Paraphrase:
The author addresses criminologists in the article in a bid to help with finding a solution to the ever growing menace of racial discrimination associated with law enforcement (p.23). 
The sections used by the author to convey information are; background, theoretical shortcomings, historical developments of race & racial inequalities, the concept of dehumanization and a summary (p. 24).
According to Owusu-Bempah regardless of the cause the root of racial discrimination lies in historical race relations among Americans (p. 24).
In the article the author makes the general assumption that most criminologists look at key issues from an objective P.O.V and attempts to distinguish himself by instead being subjective (p.24). 
Criminologists have failed in their quest for the cause of racial discrimination (p.25).

	Quotation:
“in crime on the part of African Americans or racial discrimination on the part of police
officers and police agencies—persists because criminologists have largely failed to recognize
That these are mutually reinforcing phenomena both rooted in the history of American Race-relations.” (p. 23-24)




