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How to Write an Essay
While writing an essay may be easy for some people, others will argue that it is quite challenging or hard for them. However, writing can be easy when one organizes his/her work thus producing great results. Writing an essay entails more than just finding and recording facts. It involves thinking critically through the analysis of different materials and hence reaching a conclusion. A good writer must show understanding of the material he/she is studying by presenting an articulate argument. Ideas should be expressed clearly, using correct grammar and a flexible style. Then the big question comes in, how do I begin? What kind of words should I use? So many other questions also develop. 
Essay writing requires three stages which include planning, drafting, and editing. In planning, a writer is supposed to know why he/she is writing the essay. First, select a topic to write about. It could be assigned by the tutor or it could be any subject of your choice. If it is an assigned topic, one should narrow his/her ideas and focus through proper analysis to ensure that the tutor’s expectations are met. If the topic is not assigned, then the writer has a chance to choose any interesting or relevant topic he/ she wants. The writer should determine the purpose of his/her essay which will enable the development of ideas. In addition, the writer should formulate an outline of his/her ideas in order to have a successful essay. The writer must organize his/her thoughts by drafting them on a paper in order to get a clearer link between ideas. This is, hence, the foundation of the paper. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With the chosen topic and outlined ideas, one can then formulate a thesis statement. A thesis statement is essential in telling the reader the main points of the essay. The thesis statement should clearly state the topic and state the main ideas of the essay. Once this is accomplished, it is quite easy to explain the main ideas in different body paragraphs. The body paragraphs should argue, explain or describe the topic clearly. Every main idea should be the introductory sentence of each body paragraph and then have smaller supporting ideas with detailed examples to back up the main point. After the thesis and body paragraphs are complete it is necessary that the writer makes an introduction that will attract the attention of the reader portraying the focus of the essay. The introduction can be a simple summary of the chosen topic, a story, quote or dialogue. Whichever way the writer chooses to begin, he/ she should ensure that it links to the thesis statement, which will be included in the last sentence of the introduction paragraph. A conclusion should, therefore, be made in order to bring closure to the topic and summarize the overall ideas giving a final perception on the topic discussed. It should review the main points and provide support to the writer’s thesis statement.
After completing the whole draft, there is more work, where the writer should review his/her work. Editing is necessary in checking the order of the paragraphs to bring them under control. The introduction paragraph should come first, followed by the body paragraphs starting with the strongest points. The essay should have correct flow with ideas linking to each other to develop one’s style. Furthermore, the writer should also review the instructions of the essay to ensure that the essay fits the required format. Finally, reread the paper to check if it makes sense while ensuring that it is free from grammar and spelling mistakes.  And there you have your complete essay.
