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Analyzing Racial Discrimination from a Historical Perspective
	For the better part of the American history, race and racial prejudices have always been topics that draw a lot of attention and mixed feelings, both negative and positive. To understand the underlying causes of racial disparity especially among African American people, it is crucial to examine in depth the history of the United States in as far as this particular issue goes so as to come up with viable solutions and appropriate steps in the future. This essay is based on an article by Owusu- Bempah Akwasi titled, “Race and policing in historical context: Dehumanization and the policing of Black people in the 21st century.” In his article, Owusu- Bempah examines American history to try and explain racial issues that the American people face today.
    	In spite of the nature of racial discrimination, the cause of any racial disparity always lies in the history of American race relations (Owusu- Bempah, 24). This is the approach taken by the author in trying to uncover the truth behind the recent turn of events in as far as race relations go in the United States, and is the basis for the author taking a more objective as opposed to a subjective perspective in his research.
    	The article by Owusu- Bempah is organized in cognitive subheadings which express his flow of thoughts and enable the audience to navigate the article with ease. This is a useful tool because it paints a clear conscience on the part of the author and shows the audience that he indeed has a clear conviction of what his opinions on the subject are.
    	To add weight and prove to the audience that the article is credible, the author uses a wide scope of reference material and works by other authors with similar inclinations. This citations and references are equally valid because they support the author’s opinion against facts, therefore, making the information contained in the article historically accurate. An example of how this is portrayed as effective is when Owusu- Bempah refers to Ward (2014) to stress on his view that criminologists have failed in their quest for the cause of racial discrimination (p 25).
    	The targeted audience by Owusu- Bempah’s article is mostly the ordinary American citizen as a means of enlightening them on the current happenings in as far as race relations go. The article is intended to give a unique perspective by using past experiences to try and decipher current deadlocks and problems affecting minority races, especially about crime and criminology. However, based on the critic nature of the article, it is safe to say that fellow researchers and criminologists are also being addressed indirectly. 
    	While writing the article, the author makes some assumptions that are important to note. For instance, in is is assumed that most criminologists overlook historical facts and data regarding racial disparities and only look at things subjectively. It is also assumed that the intended audience is well aware of how serious a problem racial discrimination is and how deep racial disparities in the American justice system go. 
     	What makes this article quite likable to an average reader is the organized and systematic approach taken to tackle the issues that the author intends to discuss. This straightforward approach is used to an extent by the author to provide an insight into his thoughts and give the audience a fresh perspective on the controversial race topic.
    	In summary, this article uses a unique approach that most researchers and criminologists ignore to try and tackle the growing discontent and resentment in how law agencies are tackling race as it relates to crime. Owusu- Bempah attempts to lend a new perspective and a different approach to what the causes for racial discrimination against African American people especially by law enforcement agencies are and does so diligently. 
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