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Introduction
Measles can easily be controlled if the necessary measures are taken through vaccination. However, it can be observed that measles’ cases are increasing, especially in states such as California due to the rise in a movement that dislikes vaccination. The anti vaxxers movement has influenced people to the extent that many are afraid to allow their children get vaccinations. More damaging is the fact that those belonging to the movement reside in clusters thus complicating matters by heightening the risk of contracting measles. This essay is going to discuss measles and the role of the law in promoting the reluctance for some people to avoid vaccinations. 
History of the problem
The rising number of measles cases can be attributed to the lack of vaccinations (Ingraham, 2015). It can be observed that according to the CDC, 27 states witnessed 644 novel cases of measles in 2014, the worst in the country in 25 years, and which were all attributed to lack of vaccination (Ingraham, 2015). Furthermore, the growing number of the anti-vaccination groups can also be attributed to the rising number of measles cases. Whereas the CDC had declared measles eliminated as of 2000, it can be observed that anti-vaxxers are contributing to its resurgence because of their promotion to abstain from vaccination (Ingraham, 2015). Additionally, the abstinence from vaccination can be attributed to reports from fraudulent research, as was the case with Wakefield’s article. Wakefield used fraud by altering various factors regarding medical histories of patients with the intention of supporting his desired claim that he had identified a novel syndrome (Godlee, Smith, & Marcovitch, 2011). To understand why Wakefield’s article is deemed fraudulent, it would be necessary to understand the meaning of frau. Fraud, according to the Office of Research Integrity in the United States, as cited by Godlee, Smith, & Marcovitch (2011), fraud is defined as falsification, fabrication, or plagiarism. It can be observed that Wakefield’s article contained falsified information. Of the 12 cases contained in the article, none of them was free of undisclosed alteration or misrepresentation (Godlee, Smith, & Marcovitch, 2011). Additionally, the medical records purported to have been used in the article could not be fully reconciled with the diagnoses, descriptions, or even histories put out in the periodical. The application of falsified information in a journal article clearly falls under the definition of fraud as provided by the Office of Research Integrity in the United States and thus proves the article fraud. Wakefield’s article thus falls short of the required quality and cannot be credible. Any information thus contained in the article’s findings becomes null and unacceptable in research. Since the article had tried to link the MMR vaccine to autism, it thus emerges that the findings were false and the information contained in the article could not be used as citations in research related programs and publications. 
However, it is worth noting that the article’s information contributed to the damaging of the reception of the vaccination program and campaign in the region. The observation that a scientific research article could associate the MMR vaccine to autism could only contribute to the promotion of confidence to those people against vaccination. The findings from Wakefield’s article only contributed to the heightening of confidence among anti-vaxxers that vaccination is a health risk. 

Extent of problem
With the anti-vaxxers gaining confidence to fight against vaccination, the number of children affected by mumps, measles, and rubella has risen (Ingraham, 2015). For example, California has experienced the worst Measles cases in a decade and a half, whereby about 62 substantiated cases of measles have been reported, thus making the outbreak one of the worst in a decade and a half (Millman, 2015). Additional cases have also been witnessed in Oregon, Colorado, Washington State, Utah, and Mexico (Millman, 2015). Furthermore, since these communities tend to live in the same areas, the probability of the diseases spreading once it strikes is high. Moreover, since the anti-vaxxer’s community is not vaccinated, the risks of the spreading of the diseases once they strike remain high (Bernstein, 2014). This situation explains the dangers of the contracting and spreading of measles and other ailments such as rubella and mumps, which can be controlled easily through vaccinations. 

What happens if the problem is not solved?
If the problem is not solved, there are augmented probabilities that the situation will worsen. It can be right to argue that the number of measles, mumps, and rubella cases would increase, leading to a setback in the health milestones that had been previously acquired in the United States. The challenges posed by the anti-vaxxers and the law, as is the case with California, need to be stopped. In California, for example, it can be observed that the law, although it promotes vaccination, provides parents with a ‘waiver’, whereby they can abstain from vaccination, if they think that it may be associated with any risks (Millman, 2015). This provision of the law hinders effective control of measles, rubella and mumps because it gives authority to parents to abstain from vaccination, when their reasons rely on thoughts and not any credible scientific evidence.  In a situation where all parents thought the vaccination to be risky, no child would be vaccinated, and this would jeopardize the efforts to eliminate measles, mumps, and rubella. The movement of people would also heighten the risks and contribute to the spreading of measles to the entire country. Although the cases may be presumed few when compared with the country’s population, the number may rise if the number of people without vaccinations continues to rise. If the anti-vaccination movement continues to grow, the entire country is at risk of contracting measles and additional diseases such as rubella and mumps. The gains that had been acquired previously regarding the elimination of diseases such as measles and rubella would be jeopardized by the resurgence of these diseases in different states.
 
Connecting the argument with facts
It can be observed that the lack of vaccination is linked to the rising number of measles cases. As previously mentioned, California State has confirmed 62 cases of measles rashes, which is the worst case for a decade and a half (Millman, 2015). This rise can be attributed to the California law that provides waivers for parents if they think the vaccinations may be linked to health risks. Therefore, there are many parents that do not allow their children to be vaccinated against measles, rubella, and mumps. These parents are unable to justify how vaccination, which is scientifically proven to be safe, can be risky. However, they continue to believe in myths about the risks involved in vaccination and become part of the anti-vaxxers movement. Moreover, additional cases have been found in states such as Oregon, Colorado, Washington State, Utah, and Mexico (Millman, 2015). The evolution of these cases is attributed to the inability of children to get vaccinated because their parents think vaccinations are dangerous. However, the inability to acquire relevant vaccination leaves the children exposed to infections when there is an outbreak of measles or rubella. Furthermore, it can be observed that Orange County has severe cases of measles due to significant number of anti-vaccination members (Millman, 2015). Therefore, Orange County is at risk of continuing to get many cases of measles because of a high population of the anti-vaccination group members residing in the county, which further puts the lives of the children at risk of contracting measles. This movement needs to be informed about the impact of abstaining from vaccination on children’s lives. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, it can be deduced that children should be mandated to be vaccinated. Findings show that there is a link between measles outbreak and lack of vaccination. The magnitude of the measles cases is high in regions where the number of anti-vaccination members is high. Therefore, if the anti-vaccination movement continues to grow, there are high probabilities that the number of cases of measles or rubella will also increase. The law also needs to be changed to ensure it does not have loopholes that hinder the effective accomplishment of vaccination objectives in children. Currently, it can be observed that California law has loopholes that tend to hinder vaccination by giving parents a waiver to abstain from vaccinations. If the loopholes in law are eliminated, it is possible to ensure that all children receive the necessary vaccinations. Furthermore, since research finds that vaccination is safe, it would be necessary to make it mandatory, by law, to have all children receive vaccinations. Appropriate measures should be taken against parents who put the lives of their children at risk by abstaining from vaccinations. 
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