Portfolio
Description
Over the course of the semester, collect six (6) articles from a newspaper (or newspapers) of substantial national, regional, or local circulation (with significant coverage of its own).  Each article should be related somehow to our course themes or materials.
For each article, write a one-page (typed) commentary.  You should include (1) citation information (name of author, article, name of newspaper, date, and page number); (2)  description – what is the article about?  and (3)  explanation of how your article illustrates or expands concerns in our course.  You should make make specific reference to one or more of our course materials (readings or viewings).  Observe intermediate deadlines in syllabus (consult Canvas for updates).
After observing intermediate deadlines as indicated, at the end of the semester you will hand in collection of six articles (clipped or xeroxed) together with analysis for each, and a cover essay reflecting on the whole project, at the end of the semester.
Procedure
To collect articles, you need to physically look at a paper newspaper from time to time.  
DO NOT use electronic sources, including search engines. Instead, page through it, browsing by hand to see what you find.  We have subscriptions to a number of major newspapers, including The New York Times and The Washington Post in the reference room (journal reading area) of Carrier Library. You need to do this fairly regularly.  You might not find an appropriate article on any particular day; and then on another day you might find several.  Your choice of articles is very open – the main thing is that you should be able to explain and discuss in a thoughtful way how the articles you choose relate to course concepts.  However,
DO NOT USE op-ed materials and editorial pages.  Front-page stories (i.e., details of a breaking event) may be appropriate, but look also for articles on the inside pages that describe/analyze some cultural phenomenon that is timely but that doesn’t necessarily take the “who-what-when-where” format.  Don’t neglect arts, business, style or other sections (i.e., not just news).  We will discuss examples of possible articles in class.  IF you use the library’s collection of newspapers, remember that this is JMU property and you must XEROX your article, using one of the copying machines – you can NOT tear out the article from that copy.  (OR,  you can take a picture of the article with your phone and print that – just make sure I can see that you were using a physical paper.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our topics this semester, as reflected on the syllabus, include the following:  how American history (especially land use/western settlement/expansion) is viewed/interpreted; disputes over how to interpret that history; disputes over role of different groups in that history; American exceptionalism – the feeling that America is unique, different and better than other countries; global responses to American exceptionalism – do others admire? resent? disagree with the notion of exceptionalism?; immigration – historical and contemporary – who immigrates and when? Attitudes toward immigrants/ what should immigrants do – assimilate/”Americanize” etc. (i.e., what is a “real” American); class and perceptions of class in America; consumer culture; construction of physical places/communities and their connection to social values; cyberculture and its connection to American culture at large; popular cultural objects and their possible cultural meanings; technology and culture; the globalization of markets and information; America’s place in the world and international attitudes towards America.   You should interpret any and all of these broadly.  We’re interested in seeing connections, sometimes far-flung rather than exact ones, between what we’re studying in class and what’s going on in the world. Your analysis will explain the connection you’re thinking about.
