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Tariff Debate 
A tariff is a form of tax imposed on imports and at time on exports. A tariff is a government regulatory mechanism to control the amount of exported or imported commodities in a given country. In most cases, the government uses a tariff to protect the domestic firms from stiff competition from foreign competitors (Debaere & Mostashari, 2010). The government imposes a tariff to discourage imports by foreign investors and in the process encourage local consumption to boost the “infant firms.” The second urose of enacting a tariff is to earn revenue as discussed below. 
Protecting ‘Infant Industry’
Infant industries have a lot of challenges before becoming competitive in a global perspective. During the early stages of an infant firm, it merely makes a profit and unhealthy competition especially from a well-established company would translate to the closure of that business. A firm that invests in the foreign market simply implies that the firm is already well established and seeks the international market for growth. Further, when an infant business collapses due to stiff competition from the foreign competitors there is some level of unemployment created. Besides, the closure of infant firms discourages new investments among potential investors who perceive the existing competition in the market as being risky. 
The investors fear stiff competition from the already well established foreign competitors. If the market was left to the forces of demand and supply to determine the level of output and prices in the market, there will be a minimal investment since investors would shy away from stiff competition. Besides, the demand for an infant business produce would be less compared to that of a foreign competitor. This is attributable to the fact the foreign investor is more experienced on the trend on the taste and preferences of the consumers. For instance, after the war, the US enacted a tariff in the year 1812 (Thompson & Reuveny, 1998). The US was young economically during that period and the tariff helped the US to become what it is today (an economic giant). The tariff saw growth in domestic industrial production and the infant industries were kept alive. If the US waited for the forces of demand and supply to control the economy, the country’s economy would not have grown at the rate it grew. 
Source of Revenue
Another argument for the promulgation of the tariff to control competition as opposed to the forces of demand and supply is that tariff is a form of revenue to the government. Other than protecting the infant industry, a tariff is a source of income to a government. For instance, tariff accounted for more than 50 percent of the revenue that the US government raised in the year 1841 (Thompson & Reuveny, 1998). A tariff does not prevent a foreign producer to export a product to a country under a tariff. However, the foreign producer is charged a fee or the quantity exported is restricted. Thus, the government earns revenue and at the same time maintains a healthy relationship with a country under the tariff.  
A government requires revenue to finance its functions and tariff is one of the sources of income for the government. Thus, I strongly support the use of a tariff to regulate competition in the market as it is timely, protects the infant industries and it is a source of income for a country. The forces of demand and supply may not make the required changes on time. For instance, an infant industry can collapse before the forces of demand and demand make an impact on its survival. 
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