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Samuelson, Robert J. The economy’s real drag: Us. The Washington Post, 8th May 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-economys-real-drag-us/2016/05/08/c3b6c936-13bc-11e6-93ae-50921721165d_story.html?utm_term=.9ff52fe4bb3f.
The article above discusses the factor that is responsible for the dragging of the economy. From the article, it can be observed that people, as consumers, are responsible for the dragging of the economy based on their conduct. It is an article that brings to light the issue of the consumer culture. When consumers change their culture and adopt another, the economic platform that depended on the customers also changes. 
It can be argued that the American history is one founded on optimism, and which can be found in every American sector. The American consumer culture is also full of optimism based on the determination of the consumer to recover in a challenging economy. According to Samuelson, American consumers have had to change their culture due to the prevailing economic conditions. Previously, Shames (77) asserts that the American consumers had a culture that promoted extensive spending. The American consumer has shown excessive hunger for more to the extent that those who purchased more were considered winners. 
However, things appear to have changed after the 2007 and 2008 financial turmoil that affected the USA. Changes in consumer culture are visible based on the reduction in purchases from the American consumers. Samuelson asserts that the American consumer is reimbursing old debt while avoiding the acquisition of additional arrears. Furthermore, the American consumer currently saves more. Thus, there is a change in the American consumer culture. Previously, consumers glorified spending, but they are concerned with savings nowadays. The American consumer culture can be said to have undergone a metamorphosis which has seen emphasis placed on personal savings in the majority of American households. Interestingly, there is another change in America’s consumer culture that concerns reduced borrowing. With reduced spending and diminished borrowing, the economy appears to plod, affecting spending even on immigrants who have chosen the USA, as their land of opportunities.
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