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Shooting an Elephant
“Shooting an Elephant,” by George Orwell describes an incident during his life, when he was caught up in a dilemma and had to choose between two evils. George is an unhappy British police officer in Burma, who is disrespected by the local people. He lives in a psychological seclusion where he hates his job, the British domination and the Burmese communities. George views the British command as a strong domination as he personally observes the harsh detentions and poundings the British use to impose their rule. Orwell then describes his personal experience of shooting an elephant in Burma (Orwell, George). George had recently learned about an elephant that was wrecking a bazaar and hence, arrives at the scene in preparation to kill the animal. Although George has serious doubts about shooting the elephant, he does it anyway in the realization that if he did not kill the elephant, the Burmese natives would laugh and make fun of him rendering him as a weak officer. A white man should not show weakness before the natives. The elephant suffers an agonizing death after being shot by Orwell. The official verdict justifies the shooting of the elephant as legally right. George was aware that he could not change what had happened, however, his doubts consume him ever since.
The purpose of “Shooting an Elephant” is to describe the imperialism that had dominated during that time. It also portrays the resentment among the British and natives and also George Orwell’s pressured feelings. George, who was an anti-imperialist, describes colonization as a situation where both the conqueror and the dominated are destroyed. He attacks the colonialism and its evils centered on his own experience back when he was working in Burma under the British rule. The Britons attacked, dominated and oppressed the Burmese people disrupting their political, economic, and social lives. “I thought of the British Raj as an unbreakable tyranny, as something clamped down…..upon the will of prostrate people” (Orwell, George). Therefore, in life, every individual encounters a situation in which he/ she must make a difficult judgment. The decision that one makes may affect their lives as one has to choose between pleasing others and pleasing thyself. According to George, an individual’s maturity is quantified when one meets the elephant and decides whether to shoot it or not. However, any of the choices made may follow one to his/her grave.
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