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I have participated in many voluntary activities. I and my fellow TAs at ISF (Islamic school) take party in various community development initiatives within and outside the school – I am the team leader. When natural calamities hit parts of Nepal and California in 2015, I was greatly moved by the havoc wrecked in those regions. I resolved to call upon my team of TAs to see if there was something we could do to assist those that were affected. Mobilizing the team not very hard – the hardest part was convincing them that we ought to do more. I had to convince them that feeling sorry for the people in the affected areas was not enough – we had to go the extra mile and offer as much help as we could. Some were a bit skeptical, and others readily accepted the idea. I wished the entire team would welcome the idea and be glad to take part in this noble initiative but unfortunately this was not the case.
I decided to move forward with those that were in support. We started a fundraising drive. I organized coat drives and bake sales to raise funds towards helping those whose homes were devastated by the wildfires in Northern California. I lead by example, and that is mainly why I decided to go along with those who were willing to help and hope that eventually, the rest would join. No matter the outcome I knew that I would not give up. I think this form of leadership was effective because after starting the others saw how committed we were and they decided to join us. From this experience, I learned that I am a go-getter in the sense that when I set my mind to doing something, I stick to it no matter the challenges. I believe that leading by example will help me in achieving my future personal and academic goals because I will not just stand by and see or hope that things take a particular course – I will take charge and make them happen.
