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Leadership – Admission Essay
	My best leadership experience happened many years ago when my mother, little sister, and I got lost in the woods on a hike in Northern Michigan. I was only nine. The three of us love birds, and we enjoyed watching and taking pictures of them. We were so engrossed in our adventure that we did not realize how far we were falling behind the other hikers. We did not get alarmed on realizing we were alone. We thought we would hurry and catch up with them – but we never did! They might have branched off the main trail. We walked for hours with no one in sight. 
I knew we were lost. Hungry and tired we sat down for some snacks that mom had packed before leaving the hotel. It was late in the afternoon, and it would be dark soon. We decided to walk back to the hotel, but every place looked the same. We walked around in circles and found ourselves coming back to the same spot twice. There was no cellphone service. Therefore, we could not call for help. Mom panicked, my sister started crying, and although I did not know exactly what to do, I knew we could not just stand there doing nothing. 
Mom was too scared to decide anything, so I took charge. With a confidence that surprised even myself, I assured my companions that it would be alright and asked them to follow me. Initially, I was scared but chose to be courageous - I did not know the way out but was determined to get us out of the woods. We walked for long and just as darkness was setting in we met the search team that had been dispatched to look for us. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On that day, I learned that in the face of confusion, anxiety, and uncertainty, I face the challenge with courage and lead others towards finding a solution. This leadership style will help me in achieving my future academic and personal goals because I will have the courage to face all the challenges that will come my way.
