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The United States stands out as one of the few nations where the right to own a firearm, is a right rather than a privilege. This right is guaranteed by the Second Amendment of the Constitution and as a result, the United States has long had a gun culture especially in rural areas. According to the Washington Post (2015), there are 40 million more guns in civilian hands in the United States than there are people. It is thus of no surprise that given the large number of guns, the country also has the highest rates of gun violence in the country.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the high gun ownership rate is often blamed for the high rates of gun violence in the US, there are other factors at play. Gun ownership has always been high in the US, especially when the country was more of a rural society, yet, the high rates of gun violence are a recent phenomenon. The rise in the number of crimes committed using guns started in the late sixties and rapidly rose in the seventies and eighties, peaking in the nineties and declining slowly from the mid-nineties to 2010. The number started rising again in some cities across the US after 2010, particularly in Chicago, New Orleans and St Louis. (Lauritsen et al, 2014)
There are other factors that come into play apart from gun ownership. The rise in violent crime from the seventies to the nineties coincides with the rise of the drug trade with the US being the main market. Local gangs that distributed the product formed and often fought turf wars with firearms and those wars often had a high civilian count. (Rodriguez, 2017) Another factor was the large scale movement of the middle class form the cities to the suburbs. This hollowed out communities in the inner cities which became poor and many turned to a life of crime. (Lauritsen et al, 2014 p.7)In this case, it was mostly African Americans who were left behind and as a result, much of the gun violence that takes place in the US disproportionately affects them. (p.14)
The main problems to solving the issue of gun violence have been the fact that advocates of gun control laws want to restrict gun use so much that such laws are often overturned successfully in court for being in violation of the Second Amendment. In a few of the states where gun control laws exist, they have largely done little to stem the violence. This is especially true in Illinois, a state with strict gun laws yet Chicago experiences ore shootings and more people who die from shootings than any other city in America. (Givens, 2017) The laws also alienate most gun owners as it has been shown that most guns are mainly owned by people in rural America which has low homicide rates while most of the gun violence takes place in the cities which, overall, have a small percentage of the guns. The solution to the gun violence should be to focus on cracking down on both the illegal gun trade and the gun pipeline that exists between the states with lax gun laws and those with strict ones, investing more money on curbing the gangs involved in the drug trade instead of abroad, particularly hard drugs in the inner cities and overall economic improvement in the inner cities as low income is the main driver of gun violence. Youth counselling and rehabilitation can also play a major role in curbing the vice.  (Bloomberg, 2013)This way, the issue can be solved without violating the Second Amendment and alienating those who have guns for safety reasons and hunting.
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