Contemporary Realities and Rights
Family disintegration has been an issue among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people ever since the colonial period. This issue was greatly connected to other issues like land grabbing, clashes between the European colonies and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Moreover, relocations in search of employments and removal of children from their families worsened the issue. Before the invasion by the Europeans, Indigenous Australian families were communal based. Briskman (2003) insists that, as compared to small nuclear and extended families, they considered the whole tribe as a family, where different members of the tribe were assigned different responsibilities. The land acted as a source of food, and it was also used to mark tribal territories. Besides, they considered the land as a source of life, due to its connectivity to their Creation Stories. As a result, when their land was grabbed from them, Indigenous Australian people were forced to live in communal settlements. Consequently, they got disconnected from their tribal families as well as their Spirituality. Besides invasion, frontier clashes were also a reason for the displacement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Most importantly, Bretherton and Mellor (2006) noted that, the removal of indigenous Australian children from their families was the major reason for family disintegration contemporary issue. 
A 1994 study by Australian Bureau of Statistics revealed that, 1.6% of Aborigines with less than 14 years and 4.6% between 15 and 24 years had been taken away. Moreover, more than 10% of children with more than 25 years had been forcefully evicted from their natural families. Additionally, a 1997 report by Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commissions suggests that, at least 100,000 children were victims of the eviction (Wilkie, 1997).
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children of mixed descent were forcefully removed from their family with the aim of assimilating them into the European culture. This took place under the provision of the 1909 Aboriginal Protection Act, which was an assimilation policy. These children were then taken to rehabilitation camps, where they were mistreated and abused (Fournier and Crey, 1997). Moreover, this act controlled the movement of Aboriginals in the name of protection them from violent colonizers. Further amendment to the act in 1940, generated the Aborigine Welfare Board which controlled the movement, finances and childbearing practices of Indigenous Australian people until the 1960’s. During this period of assimilation, many families were displaced from the communal settlements. As a result, they travelled in towns in search of jobs. Nevertheless, life in town became unbearable since they could not get employment due to the prevailing racism (Fournier and Crey, 1997)  
Evidently, the assimilation policies significantly contributed to the destruction of Aboriginal people societal and family setups by separating children from their parents. Some of these children who are now known as the ‘the stolen generation’ are still misplaced in the society because they have not traced back their families. Besides, many aboriginal families are still devastated due to the loss of their children. Due to discrimination, such families result into drug and substance abuse, violence and mental distress. According to the bring them home report by Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commissions, the affected Indigenous Australian people have suffered a gross violation of their human rights and the effects are visible in their daily lives (Wilkie, 1997).
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