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Personal Statement
Several events have occurred in my life that I believe make me well suited for a career in academic psychology. I have a passion for research and a solid desire to understand and improve the lives of different people in a concrete manner. I was born in a family where my parents were of two different cultures and ethnicities. My dad was an American whereas my mom was a Thai. We lived in Chicago where we majorly communicated using the English language. This created a desire for me to learn how different people interact and build their families. Therefore, throughout my life, I have always taken interest in learning about various people from different cultures and ethnicities. 
After completing my high school education, I joined the Arizona State College where I majored in human development and family studies. I wanted to understand how people grow, form relationships throughout their lives, start families, enjoy their lives together and how they deal with their problems. I was intrigued by the human nature and all the aspects that shape it. My family, being my greatest motivation, pushed me towards the study of human development. In addition to being hard-working and enthusiastic, I have taken part in several voluntary programs in my community such as visiting orphans, helping the needy and environmental management programs. During these activities, I was able to interact with different people from different cultures, and thus, leading to the development of my career. 
I desire to study abroad in order to have more exposure to the world, interact with new people and understand the human behavior. I believe that Psychology is the most suitable program for me as it is in line with my major and will lead to the achievement of both my professional and personal goals. With the psychology program, I will be able to understand the behavior of different individuals and groups through the establishment of common principles and investigate specific cases. Moreover, I will have the chance to provide solutions to the different challenges I address. 
Based on my culture and identity, I believe that Chiang Mai University is the ideal school for me. With my mother being from Thailand, I have been able to learn a few aspects of Thai people. I have a slight understanding of the Thai language and culture which I desire to improve. Therefore, by interacting with people from different ethnicities, I will be able to learn the Thai language and culture. However, studying abroad is not as easy as in the native land. I expect to experience various challenges such as language barriers, culture differences, among others. Therefore, with an open mind and desire to learn, I believe that I will be able to learn the new language, interact easily with people, and thus lead to the achievement of my set goals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am searching for a program that values the same traits as I do. I want a residency that encourages high-quality research and a hardworking division that holds a philosophy of excellence. I am certain that Chiang Mai University will help me progress the skills further, and hence, the accomplishment of my academic and personal objectives. I look forward to joining your program.
