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Podcast Reflection
a. Introduction 
The Global development podcast focuses on addressing the challenges of urbanization. It focuses on the city of Nairobi and dwells on the issues and recommendations issued by informal settlement dwellers, experts from the UN Habitat and the International Institute for Environment and Development. The overall purpose is finding solutions to ensure that future cities are resilient in terms of changing populations as well as climate change. By focusing on the increased urbanization challenges in Nairobi, the podcast seeks to identify how countries can learn from previous mistakes to develop sustainable and quality cities of the future. The podcast is primarily intended for governments, local authorities, and development agencies where they can get solutions and concepts for addressing the rising demand urbanization in cities. 
The podcast focuses on firstly the different views of informal settlement dwellers and private developers in the city of Nairobi. Informal settlement dwellers face numerous challenges including lack of basic resources such as water, sanitation, healthcare, and education. Moreover, they face increased poverty thus low living standards that include lack of housing and possible eviction from the slums. Private developers tend to argue that most parts of the city are under-utilized since they are not developed to serve more humanity than in the case of informal settlements that only serve a small population. The central message is that local government has failed in urban development and such governments must collaborate with grassroots communities and low income organizations to offer, quality and affordable developments or informal settlement upgrades in cities such as Nairobi (Vidal, Perry & Provost, 2012).
The podcast also relies on evidence such as Mumbai where relocations were effective through consultations with dwellers. According to Ralph, local governments should rely on the universal enterprise concept of “push, push, push” to consider the demands of slum dwellers that was replicated in the city of Manchester (Vidal, Perry & Provost, 2012). The speakers also illustrate how negotiations and collaboration with grassroots organizations helped upgrade informal settlements in Namibia, Zimbabwe, and Malawi to ensure affordable and quality housing developed at minimal costs. 
b. Reflection
The podcast focuses on the views of a slum dweller/community advocate, private developer and two experts on environment and urban development. For the slum dweller/community advocate, his is the daily challenges faced by people in informal settlements. His main agenda is for the local government to work in collaboration with the community to develop affordable housing and essential amenities such as schools, hospitals, sanitation, and water. For the private developer, the main agenda is maximized utilization of land to serve greater populations through increased private development. Ralph of the UN Habitat believes that the long-term solution lies with increased collaboration among private developers, local government, universities, and civil society in urban planning and development.  Additionally, David from the International Institute for Environment and Development weighs in on the challenges faced in Nairobi and believes that local governments should invest in essential resources such as drainage, sanitation, water, healthcare, and education. The overall agenda of the two experts is attempting to learn from past mistakes to learning new ways of addressing urbanization in the future. 
I believe that the speakers rely on the interviews conducted on the ground in Nairobi to develop their case. These interviews help to grasp the real situation on the ground and are a basis of persuasion. Moreover, I believe the authors also rely on numerous evidences of similar situations in other cities especially in Africa or in informal settlements to make and validate their points. I believe that the speakers’ case was persuasive enough based on the focused analysis and recommendation of the challenges of urbanization. 
I trust that there is only one flaw in the speakers’ reasoning, which is the lack of interviewing the local government to understand the main issues lacking in the case of Nairobi. For the greater part, I believe that the views presented by the speakers had merit. This is because they offered a detailed solution of the development challenges illustrated in the case. However, they did not consult with the local government or understand the main challenges local governments face in terms of development. 
One of the main viewpoints and examples that I feel should have been considered in the podcast is how local governments collaborate in upgrading informal settlements such as the one in Nairobi. The speakers should have illustrated the steps, resources, policies, or laws that can ensure local governments collaborate with others in urban planning and development. In conclusion, I believe that this podcast has enhanced the concept of rapid urbanization. It has allowed us to consider the need for timely planning rather than last minute rushes that escalate to a crisis as witnessed in Nairobi. More emphasis and attention is required in planning for cities to ensure resilience, affordability, mobility, and quality especially factoring in climate change. 
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