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“Walking” by Henry David Thoreau
Introduction 
In “Walking”, Henry David Thoreau demonstrates the significance of nature to mankind. “I wish to speak a word for Nature, for absolute freedom and wildness, as contrasted with a freedom and culture merely civil, — to regard man as an inhabitant, or a part and parcel of Nature, rather than a member of society” (Thoreau, Henry). Henry Thoreau uses different methods to describe walking such as sauntering, describes it in a wild point of view, from the world’s view and also from a personal perspective. He also links walking with nature, in order to show the relationship that exists between man and nature.
Thoreau uses the word “saunter” to refer to walking (Montgomery, Tom, & Henry). He regards man as an associate of nature rather than a part of society. He trusts that when an individual walks through nature, the mountains and fields enables one to revive themselves thus maintaining a healthy state. Henry describes walking as the time one spends when he/ she is not engaged in the regular “worldly engagements”. He stresses that walking for physical workout is not exactly the main idea but rather reflecting on one’s self whereas taking the walk is the most important part. The daily life of humans in the society has changed the way of nature, and therefore, shifting them further from where they should be. According to Henry, good things are those that openly belong to nature. 
	Moreover, he mentions that the society thinks of itself as a place where knowledge and power are spread. Therefore, nature is beautiful and significant in every individual’s life and we are obliged to follow the paths that contract the gap between man and nature. However, Thoreau claims that man should avoid choosing the wrong paths. People should choose those paths that are perfect and love to travel, towards wildness and freedom. He believes that the east path leads to the past, whereas the west is the forest towards the future and new adventures of the world. 
Henry Thoreau also views walking in a wild point, as a conservation of the universe. The tale of Remus and Romulus is used in this context to portray that civilization draws its strength and power from the wild (Foster, David & Henry). The writer also describes the wildness of the people and how they desire to be part of nature, where wildness is equated to life strength. Thoreau prefers the wildness and energy of the swamp and views this as a way to reconstruct oneself. Health also affects both the individuals and the society at large. Thoreau recognizes agriculture as a business that makes the farmer more natural and stronger. A settlement where one original forestry waves over head while the other decays underneath. 
In addition, Henry discovers the reality in the wildest visions of the desolate mankind. The author is attracted to the wild fancies that surpass the order of time and progress. He confirms that some men have a greater measure of wildness than others. All men are capable of fulfilling their purposes in life and should, therefore, be tamed accordingly. Everyone has a savage side, even those individuals that are highly civilized. Therefore, the primordial nature reveals itself during the unexpected moments. The author also argues that, with civilization, man is pulled away from nature. This is because, in the urban life, people produce hasty and rushed decisions that eventually lead to immaturity throughout the stages of their life.
Moreover, in “Walking”, the author claims that not all men should be cultured, at least not every part of each particular individual. Man, therefore, requires having a wild knowledge that will promote development in his life (Shapiro, Gary). Through his own desire, man will be able to acquire all the knowledge that is necessary for his life. People should seek not just to acquire knowledge but rather to understand all that involves the degree of nature and its universe. Henry Thoreau declares that during his personal link with Mother Nature, he survives in a boundary life where he encounters different views of nature. It is not quite easy to comprehend the whole meaning of nature. When people become successful in their endeavors, they tend to believe they understand the experiences of nature, which eventually turns out to be short-lived. Therefore, we must expand and hunt for those opportunities that offer a wider viewpoint. Henry David incorporates the appearance of the fowl that crows with confidence to stimulate others to be aware, thus articulating the soundness and health of nature.
“Walking” finalizes where Henry Thoreau recalls the moving sundown he had witnessed previously, which conveyed an optimistic and strong desire for the inspired understanding. Thoreau refers once more to sauntering in the direction of the Holy Land, that a time will come when the sun shall sparkle brighter than before. Henry believes that when it does, it shall shine into people’s minds and hearts, thus lighting up their lives with a huge emerging light. The light will be warm, golden and serene as on the backside in the end.
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