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Analysis of Henry James’s “Daisy Miller” From A Feminist Approach
For this analytical paper, l use  William Dean Howell’s “Henry James, Jr.” as the critical text to define realism. On the other hand, Henry James’ novel, “Daisy Miller”  is used as the literary text characterizing or befitting the definition of realism. According to the critical text, realism is all about saying and portraying things, people, and issues as they are. Impartiality is therefore brought out in the text as one of the salient features of realism in the critical text. The intertwined relationship between construction and criticism is yet another noticeable feature in realism. More importantly, the movement from the old to the modern way of doing things is depictive of realism. The literally text, “Daisy Miller” by Henry James, has various elements that exemplify the salient features of realism that Howell makes a note of. For example, the author of “Daisy Miller” is impartial in his presentation of characters and therefore gives the audience an opportunity to make judgement and conclusions about the characters. At the same time, as James continues to construct the character of a modern woman of the 19th-century American society, this does not come without various criticisms from the society. Neither Daisy nor the author tries to hide the truth about the protagonist’s nature and character, and this is a feature of Howells’ definition of realism. Therefore, “Henry James Jr.” defines realism as a ,movement from the old way of doing things to a more modern one  where truth is always told, impartiality is salient, and construction and criticism go hand-in-hand, and “Daisy Miller” exemplifies these features through the author’s impartiality, movement of the female character towards modernity, and Daisy’s personality and experiences. 
The author of “Daisy Miller” remains impartial and leaves the audience to judge the characters. According to Howells’ “Henry James Jr.” impartiality is a key feature in realism. On this note, the author observes that Henry James’ writing is founded on realism because he does not take sides in trying to make a character to be loved or loathed by the audience. This aspect of Henry Miller in his writing and especially in regards to the novel, “Daisy Miller” is one quality that Howells praises about James. By extension, this is to say that James does not occupy the mind of his characters in a manner that brings out everything about them, their ways of life, and their manner of thinking. Rather, James remains impartial and “leaves the conclusions about the characters up to the reader” (Howell 549).  In as far as “Daisy Miller” is concerned, the novel exemplifies this feature perfectly. For starters, James does not let the reader into the mind of Daisy, and the audience is only able to see her through the eyes of Randolf Winterborne. Everything that the audience gets to know about Daisy is as told by Winterborne, a young 27-year old American man who had moved to Europe as a young of around nine years.  Winterborne, meets the beautiful young American girl, Daisy, at a hotel in Vevey Switzerland and he tells the audience about this encounter and what followed afterward (James 330). Therefore, whatever is from Daisy is as reported by the narrator and not the girl herself. The implication of this is that the author lets the audience create their reality of who and what Daisy is all about, and therefore it is up to the reader to conclude what kind of character Daisy and the rest of the people in the novel are.


Realism is about moving from the old way of doing things to a more modernized one, and Daisy’s life is by all mean a depiction of the female movement towards modernity in the 19th and early 20th century America. James, in “Daisy Miller” intentionally uses the life and character of Daisy to show the progress that America and the women were making at the time. She is a beautiful young woman who fears nothing, no one, and nowhere. In so doing, James presents an era where the American girl finally moves from the old confining system towards modernity where she finds her real and independent self. Daisy also moves from one are to another. The importance of this is to show that as people become more modernized, they are bound to move from their locales to explore other places either geographically or otherwise. Initially, the traditional woman was confined at home, but now that a transition is happening, women can move freely from one place to another. Therefore, Daisy being the modern girl she has become travels the world and interacts with strangers without any worries – something that would not have been expected of a woman in the traditional 19th-century society (James 330). Howells argues that “realism excludes nothing that is true” (549). This is to say that pretenses and lies have no place in realism, and throughout the novel, it is clear that Daisy does not change who she is, her behavior or character – she is herself all the time (James 330-331). Therefore, Daisy as a character fits this feature perfectly because she remains real throughout despite being in a culture that is different to hers. She does not bother to hide her real self


James constructs Daisy as a free-spirited modern American girl, but the society criticizes this modern girl. Howells notes that in realism, “construction and criticism go hand-in-hand.”  In “Daisy Miller,” James does an excellent job in constructing Daisy as a symbol of modernity. He constructs Daisy as a young, beautiful, free-spirited American girl who refuses to relinquish her personality and individuality or even accept the European ideas to become her own – she is a fully developed person (James 334-337). However, it is because of this very construction of her that she receives a lot of criticism especially from the European society depicted by Winterborne and his aunt, Mrs. Costello. This society criticizes Daisy’s behavior as being a direct sign of wildness, rudeness, lawlessness, and defiance (James 336-337). Winterborne criticism of Daisy is founded on his prejudiced opinion that she is ““completely uncultivated” (James 337).  Daisy’s mother is also not very approving of the manner in which her daughter behaves sometimes. The audience learns that Daisy always introduced her male friend to her mother, knowing very well that she would make a fuss about it. Again, she goes out on a boat ride late in the night and accompanied by Winterborne, the stranger, regardless of her mother’s disapproval (James 341). In this case, one can see that in as much as the character of Daisy is continually developed and constructed to a modern independent woman; she cannot escape the criticism for what Winterborne terms as her “mystifying manners” (James 365). Clearly, construction and criticism are working hand in hand in this case. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] Therefore, Henry James “Daisy Miller is based on realism because it justifies and meets all the salient features of realism that William Dean Howell establishes in his “Henry James Jr. These features include impartiality, movement towards modernity, as well as construction and criticism being hand-in-hand.
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