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	The US history is tainted with cases of police brutality. Police brutality can be defined as the application of unwarranted force by the police while they are handling the civilians. A sorry state emerges when the people who have sworn to protect the citizens under all circumstances are the ones who victimize them. Consequently, the citizens are filled with the fear of the police and this hinders them from reporting crimes or seeking help from the police. Moreover, police brutality erodes the trust between the police and society. On the other hand, it gives the police force a bad reputation thus failing to recognize the officers who perform their duties accordingly. In severe cases, it leads to the death of innocent individuals. Therefore, police brutality yields adverse impacts on the society at large, calling for appropriate and sustainable measures to be enacted in order to stop the trend.
	Police brutality has resulted in the death of many innocent citizens and it should, therefore, be stopped. Wihbey and Kille (2017) found that the 1991 police brutality against Rodney King was the most severe case to be witnessed in the history of America. The incident which was videotaped by an eye witnessed depicted 5 policemen battering the victim continuously with batons as a struggled on the ground. The occurrence generated protest all over the country. The subsequent protests which took place or three days resulted in the death of fifty-three citizens. While this incident generated several reforms against police brutality, this evil has continued to consume innocent lives. For instance, in July 2014, police in Staten Island stranglehold Eric Garner to death. Similarly, In April 2015, Walter Scott was shot by an officer during a traffic stop. In the same line, this year, in April, Jordan Edwards a fifteen years old teenager was shot by a Balch Springs’ police as he was leaving a party with his friends. As a matter of fact, the federal data shows that between 2010 and 2012, one thousand two hundred and seventeen deaths resulted from police brutality (Smith et al, 2010). Evidently, police brutality has resulted in many unwarranted deaths. This is against the nation’s central mission of protecting its citizens and therefore, measures should be enacted in order to mitigate police brutality once and for all.
	On the other hand, police brutality depicts racial profiling leading to disparity among the marginalized. According to Wihbey and Kille (2017), the rate of killings among the black males through police brutality is 21 times higher than that of white males. Notably, people of color; who also form a marginalized group in America, are negatively stereotyped. This is especially true for black young males who are associated with crimes. These stereotypes are further aggravated by the media which never misses a chance to portray the black males as criminals. Similarly, the media has regularly presented distorted information in order to justify the use of force by officers. This leads to the victimization of the marginalized groups; a further depiction of racial profiling. Similarly, blacks are more likely to be stopped and searched by traffic police. Some of these stops are accompanied by killings. A good illustration is the unwarranted shooting of Philando Castile by a police officer during a traffic stop (Al-hlou, 2017). A similar incident happened while police in Worthington pulled Anthony Promvongsa; a 22 years old black man from his vehicle during a traffic stop. The officers then assaulted him and later sued him of multiple felonies related to the incident (Koreen, 2017). Therefore, police brutality contributes to social profiling in a country that prides itself on equality and justice for all. Therefore, police brutality is a social evil which should be stopped by all means.
	Similarly, police brutality reduces the trust between the police and the community thus earning a collective bad reputation for the police force and increasing the rates of crime. Dowler (2013) found that it is not all police officers who practice brutality. Conversely, many officers have the interest of the people at heart. In fact, their motive is to help and not to harm. However, their work may not be recognized by the citizens, who associate police with brutality. Due to these stereotypes, the police officers who want to help may not get the opportunity. This is because; when people are wary of the police they are less likely to seek help from them. Similarly, they are less likely to report criminal events for the fear of victimization by the police. On the other hand, most victims of brutal policing are unjustly charged with lawbreaking as a cover up for the misdoing of the police. Therefore, police brutality has created a bad reputation for the police; a fact that acts as a hindrance in curbing crime and upholding justice. As a result, sustainable measures should be enacted to curb police brutality.
	Several reforms and measures have been enacted as a way of countering police brutality. According to Smith et al (2010), the termination of the lifelong term for police chiefs which was enacted following King’s brutal killing in 1991. This move was meant to mitigate the militarization of the police by police bosses. In the same line, the Crime Control Act was passed in 1994 in order to address police misconduct in a more methodical way. Also, dashboard cameras in police vehicles and body cameras are also a way of curbing police brutality by facilitating transparency between officers and the citizens. Nevertheless, police brutality is still a mammoth issue in the US. Accordingly, there is need to comprehend the magnitude of the issue. Therefore, reliable and detailed data should be compiled in order to facilitate a practical approach to the problem. Similarly, police officers should be facilitated with regular training in order to erase the stereotypes which lead to victimization. Besides, the media should be regulated so that it does not opine on distorted information or endorse stereotyping. Besides these novel measures, the existing measures should be followed strictly in order to rid the country of the adverse effects of brutal policing.
	In conclusion, police brutality is a common is a common social issue that has adversely impacted the American society by leading to unwarranted deaths. Also, it promotes social profiling while hinders justice. As a result, several measures geared towards, mitigating the issue has been enacted. These include the criminal control act as well as dashboard and body cameras. However, the police brutality still persists. Accordingly, this paper recommends a compilation of data, educating the officers on issues pertaining brutality as well as regulating the role of the media in amplifying police brutality. These measures as well as enforcing the existing measures would eventually mitigate police brutality.
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