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Reflection: Mariang Makiling
	Mariang Makiling is an ancient Philippine legend retold by Jose Rizal. This interesting fantasy read tells the story of a young woman who mediated peaceful co-existence of living things. The description of Mariang illustrates her supernatural nature (1). The story brings out the theme of peace and harmony in nature.
	One incident which depicts peace and harmony is her regular appearance after a storm (2). Usually, storms cause destruction and turbulence. In the story, she is seen to walk over the field after a storm erecting the fallen plants and restoring riverbeds. Wherever she walks the destruction caused by the storm disappears.
	In another incident, she protects a wild boar from a hunter. Ironically, she invites the hunter in her home and offers her food and drink. Recognizing that the boar was meant to feed his family, he offers the hunter some ginger. However, on the way, the hunter becomes tired and throws some away. Later on, he realizes that what he had thrown away was gold (2). From this part, the reader realizes the virtue of perseverance.
	Mariang is also seen helping the old women to collect firewood. She also helps the villagers with wedding attires and jewelry. Conversely, she punishes a couple of hunters who denied an old woman a piece of their catch (3). Finally, she disappears after the people resist her call for peaceful coexistence (4).
	Notably, Mariang’s actions are characterized by care for both all living things. She is just and considerate while awarding or punishing the people. He takes great care of nature, with the motive of creating a peaceful and harmonious coexistence. It is an interesting read which portrays how nature itself creates harmonious and peaceful equilibrium for all creation.
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