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The MS-13 gang
	The MS-13 is recognized as one of the most dangerous and vicious street gang in the US. The gang traces its origin from the 1980s migrants to Los Angeles. The immigrants, who were seeking asylum from the waves of civil war in El Salvador, settled in Los Angeles. Their settlement area in Los Angeles consisted of Mexican gangs who manned the region. As a result, the El Salvador immigrants were harassed by the existing gangs. As a result, war-hardened immigrants organized themselves into groups in order to protect their own. Several groups were formed by the El Salvador immigrants but the most dominant group was the Mara Salvatrucha. Mara means gang, “aslva” stands for Salvador while “trucha” means clever. The name of the gang was later shortened to MS-13. MS stands for Mara Salvatrucha while 13 is the position of M in the alphabet. The gang was characterized by extensive violence such as killing with machetes and stabbing the victims. Due to its aggressiveness, it overthrew the existing Mexican gangs and spread to other areas of the US. Currently, the gang has spread to 46 American States and other countries. Besides, the gang has advanced from street crimes to transactional crimes such as drug and human trafficking (Bbc.com). This paper will explore the MS -13 gang in relation to the social structure and social process theories.
	There are several ways in which the MS-13 gang applies to the social structure and social process theories. According to Schmalleger (2011), the social structure theory proposes that the socioeconomic status of individuals determines their likelihood of resulting in criminal activities. The social disorganization theory is a subtype of the social structure theory. It suggests that slum dwellers become criminals because of distorted social control in slums. Accordingly, Fogelbach (2005) found that the Los Angeles regions where the El Salvador immigrants settled were plagued with crimes and criminal gangs. This shows that the social control had already been destroyed in this areas and this rendered the immigrants to resort to crime. Also, the strain theory; which is a subtype of social structure theories suggests that people resolve into crimes because of frustrations due to the inability to attain legitimate socioeconomic achievements Schmalleger (2011). In the same line, Fogelbach (2005) noted that the Salvadorian armies were notorious of recruiting children. Besides, the education infrastructure in El Salvador had already been demolished by the war. Therefore, most of those who escaped to America were did not have professional qualifications. As a result, it was hard for them to climb up the social-economic ladder. That was one of the reasons why they might have resulted in crime. In the same line, the cultural deviance theory proposes lower class people approve of values of being tough and defying the law. Given their hardness from a long history of violence and settling in areas with high crime at Los Angeles might have contributed to their involvement in crime.
	On the other hand, the social process theory has three subtypes. Firstly, the social learning theory opines that individuals learn how to commit crime. Secondly, the social control theory assesses the society’s failure to manage crime. Thirdly, the labeling theory proposes that negative labeling compels people to engage in crime Fogelbach (2005). In view of that, in the MS -13 case, the social learning theory is relevant. As noted before, most of the immigrants had witnessed violence in their home country, while some of them were army recruits who had learned how to kill. That is why they resulted into vicious activities through the gang. Besides, Bbc.com noted that initiation into the gang entails a brutal 13 seconds beating and performing a crime such as murder on behalf of the gang. Therefore, initiates are taught crime before joining the gang. Conversely, the other two theories do not apply. This is because the US has tried to curb crime by deporting members of the gang and enacting other measures. Similarly, the gang labeled itself, even before engaging in crime. Therefore, external labeling could not have compelled them to resolve to engage in crime.
	According to the above explanations, relevant theorists could have attributed the MS-13 case to various aspects. Firstly, their settlement in crime-plagued areas, the inability to rise through the social economic ladder using the right channels, and toughness perception and violence shaped by their history. In the same line, relevant studies have been conducted relating to social process and social structure theory. For instance, one study that was published in the Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment (Hartinger-Saunders and Rine, 2011) utilized the collaboration of social learning theory and social disorganization theory to seek intervention for juvenile criminals. This study is applicable in the MS-13 case; given that the gang is notorious in recruiting poor and oppressed teenagers (Bbc.com).
	In conclusion, the MS-13 is a gang which was formed by the immigrants from El Salvador to the US. Currently, the gang has spread within and without the US and it is recognized as the most vicious and dangerous gang. Notably, the formation of the gang can be explained using various subtypes of the social structure and social process theories. Alternatively, studies conducted on models related to the theories can be helpful in seeking the intervention for the MS-13 gang.
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