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Military Working Dogs
	 The US is estimated to have 2700 military working dogs (MWDs); 600 of which are deployed overseas. They play major roles such as sniffing bombs, drugs, and weapons as well as tracking and attacking the enemy. Besides, it is estimated that a military dog can save more than 150 human lives during its lifetime (Rizzo, 2012). Therefore, America should treat its military dogs as military personnel rather than equipment in order to accord it the proper treatment.
	Given that military dogs are living things, it is wrong to treat them as equipment. Notably, by treating them as equipment their physical and psychological feelings are ignored. That is why they are abandoned after the war and inconsiderately separated from their handlers. This affects the dogs psychologically and it is an infringement of their rights (Rizzo, 2012). While the use of dogs in military services does not infringe their rights according to the Animal Welfare Act, the treatment of the MWDs after the war results to abuse (Animal Welfare Institute). For instance, many of them are abandoned after they accomplish their tasks. Even though they may not consent to employment, protective measures should be enacted in order to appreciate the military role of the MWDs. For instance, the government should facilitate their adoption or shipment back to their Training Squadron. This would ensure that proper post-war trauma and other implications affecting the MWDs are catered for appropriately. This would only happen if the MWDs are considered as government personals rather than equipment. 
	In conclusion, the MWDs perform paramount roles in their military tasks. Nonetheless, classifying them as equipment infringes on their physical and mental feelings as living things. Therefore, they should be treated as government personnel in order to qualify for proper treatment and consideration.
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