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Global Warming Cause and Effect
Global warming is basically the gradual rise in earth’s atmospheric pressure over the past five decades. In the past 50 years, average global temperature has risen from around 0.85 to 1.06 degree Celsius (Shaftel 1). This is what all global warming is about. The following paper aims at discussing the causes and effects of global warming. Global warming is caused by greenhouse gases (from human activity) and its effects include rising global temperatures, rising sea levels, and climate change. 
The number one cause of global warming is the increased concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere due to human activity. Firstly, the burning of fossil fuels to generate energy leads to high concentration of harmful greenhouses gases in the atmosphere. Humans rely on energy to undertake their daily activities from transport, food, business, and communications. Nonetheless, almost 90% of this energy comes from burning fossil fuels such as coal or oil to produce gasoline as well as electricity (Shaftel 1). Greenhouses gases are the major cause due to the greenhouse effect. The earth is able to support life due to the greenhouse gas effect that allows sunlight to be absorbed warming the surface of the earth while radiating or reflecting back most of the excess sunlight back to space. However, the sunlight wavelengths reflected back to space are first trapped by greenhouse gases in the atmosphere before being released into space, which in turn warms the atmospheric temperature. The main issue occurs when the amount of greenhouses gases is not naturally balanced such as when fossil fuels are used increasingly. 
The most influential greenhouse gases in causing global warming are carbon dioxide, water vapor, methane, and nitrous oxide. Burning fossil fuels generates increased carbon dioxide that has risen over the years from about 300 parts per million to nearly 400 ppm (Shaftel 1). Burning of fossil fuels contributes the most to carbon dioxide emissions through transport, power plants, and industrial processes among others. Deforestation also contributes to carbon dioxide concentration since trees are good absorbers of Co2 thus cutting the trees increases Co2 in the atmosphere. Methane is also a harmful greenhouse gas known to trap the sun’s heat in the atmosphere. Human activity such as landfills, sewers, dams, and animal waste are sources of methane (Shaftel 1). The extraction of oil and gas also leads to methane pollution. Another greenhouse gas that highly causes global warming is water vapor. Water vapor is in high concentrations in the atmosphere and traps the sun’s heat within the atmosphere and directly providing climate feedbacks. Overall, there also other greenhouse gases, which all combined lead to global warming or the rise in global average atmospheric temperature. 
Global warming has numerous effects including the rise of atmospheric temperatures, rise in the sea level, and climate change. Earth has the ability to support life because it is neither too hot nor cold compared to other planets. However, there are extreme effects of global warming that make life on earth challenging or risky due to increased rising atmospheric temperatures. Scientists have proven that over the last 50 years the earth has warmed up three times more than any other recorded period. Moreover, scientific studies have determined that with the continued greenhouse gas emissions global temperature could rise with about 4 to 5 degrees Celsius by 2100 (Shaftel 1). This illustrates that temperatures on earth will rise and areas that experience high temperature will experience unbearable temperatures such as in the desserts. 
Moreover, the rise in atmospheric temperature will also have a major effect in the rise of sea levels. The world’s ice caps in the north and south poles hold much of the sea water in glaciers or solid ice masses. Glacial ice covers and ice sheets in the whole world cover about 10% of the earth’s dry surface and if it all melted would cause the seal level to rise by about 70 meters (Shaftel 1). Currently, it is estimated that sea levels have risen by about 12 inches in the past 50 years. The rise in sea levels is due to the melting ice caps and glaciers because of rising temperatures. Moreover, increasing atmospheric temperatures also increases ocean temperature expanding water molecules.
Global warming will also influence climate. Different part or regions of the world are used to certain climates such as dry, arid, tropical or rainy. However, due to the rising atmospheric temperature, climate changes may occur. Extreme weather or climate conditions are likely to be experienced with longer summers or winters. Moreover, areas used to increased rainfall may experience droughts or reduced rainfall. Such conditions have already been evidenced in the moon soon periods with extreme wet or dry conditions. Even the precipitation or rainfall is highly affected by atmospheric temperature that allows water vapor to cool in the clouds to produce rainfall. All these climate changes are all due to global warming. The world is at a critical time where the need to develop and advance must be in line with the future of the world or future generations. 
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