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Ecological Impacts of Salmon Farming
	Salmon farming entails rearing salmons in containers placed below the water near the ocean shores. While the trend was introduced decades of years ago, it has seen advancement mainly due to the increased demand decreased supply of wild salmon. The practice which is mainly carried out in the pacific North West has been praised for economic benefits to the region. Nonetheless, these benefits are outweighed by the negative environmental effects that result from contaminants and diseases resulting from salmon farming operations.
	On of the major environmental concern that results from salmon farming is high exposure in chemicals. Farmed salmons are exposed to more concentrated pesticides and antibiotics. In addition, their feeds contain undesirable chemicals. For instance, farm grown salmons adopt a non appetizing grey color. Therefore, in order to enhance this color, a colored dye is added to their feeds. Besides, the farmed salmons are treated with antifoulants.  In view of that, salmon farming leads to the pollution of the marine ecosystems when these chemicals spread to the ocean.
	Additionally salmon farming interfere with the natural survival of the wild salmon. Notably, farmed salmons are more exposed to diseases and parasites. Accordingly, when the salmons escape from the farm to the ocean, they spread the diseases and contaminants to the wild salmons. This leads to the death of significantly large numbers of wild salmons. On the other hand, a large number of juvenile salmons migrating past the fish farms are attacked and killed by the sea lice originating from the fish farms. Moreover, salmon farming leads to excess accumulation of fish waste and planktons. While plankton is essential for the marine life, its excess can lead to oxygen deprived water, thus endangering the aquatic life. Notably, most local communities of the Pacific North West rely on the wild salmons and other wild fish for food and economic functions. As a result, by endangering the wild ecosystem of the Pacific, salmon farming deprives the local communities of their source of livelihood.
	Also, as compared to the other wild fish, farm grow salmons are more likely to accumulate carcinogenic chemicals such as the Polychlorinated biphenyls (PHBs). As noted above; the chemicals used in the farms spread in other the oceans.  Consequently, these chemicals are absorbed by sardines and other type of fish which couple up as the feeds of the farmed salmons. This further aggravates the exposure of farmed salmons to carcinogenic chemicals. As a result, compared to wild fish, farmed salmons have been found to accumulate significantly higher levels of carcinogenic materials. This means that consumption of farmed salmons is a risk factor for one of the world’s deadliest disease.
	In conclusion, salmon farming has been praised for the economic advancement of the Pacific North West local communities. However, these benefits come with a wide range of undesirable consequences caused by ecological pollution resulting from salmon farming operations. For instance, the intensive use of chemical in the farms affects the overall marine life. Secondly, when farmed salmons escape from the farms, they infect wild fish with diseases and contaminants. Moreover, sea lice generated by the farming operations kills many immigrating salmons. Thirdly, farmed salmons accumulate more cancer causing agents than wild fish. Accordingly, this paper recommends that salmon farming be conducted in enclosed systems that do not facilitate transfer of chemicals, wastes or farmed salmons in to the ocean. 
