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Social security
Rubinow is one of the key proponents of social insurance. His support for social insurance was mainly inspired by the need to rescue those individuals who are working from slipping into poverty after leaving their jobs. The history of social insurance can be traced from the workmen’s compensation laws that advocated for laborers to be compensated in the case of accidents or injuries in their places of work. Out of the 50 states, 43 of them had implemented the compensation laws. 39 of the 50 states had implemented laws authorizing the issuing of subsidized income to those the needy families. Rubinow and the other advocates were of the opinion that the United States should follow other countries such as those in Europe to ensure that the workers are compensated in cases where they become old, unemployed or they become ill. In extension of the wide research in this area, this study will carry out a meticulous analysis on the history of social insurance (Kreader 1).
In spite of their concerted efforts to enforce social insurance, the initiative did not immediately take off until the implementation of the New Deal. The social security, which had been suggested by Rubinow in 1913, was not as detailed as the deal that was implemented in 1935 (Kreader 1). Rubinow had authored the article on ‘social insurance’, which detailed the different social insurance laws in Europe and also the United States. The categories that were considered for the social insurance included old age, sickness, accidents that occur at work, unemployment and also death. Rubinow was of the opinion that majority of the workers were not earning sufficient income that could be able to cope with the aforementioned catastrophes and there was therefore a need to form of compensation in the form of insurance in order to help them to cope with any unprecedented financial constraints that may hamper the ability of the worker to cope effectively with the aforementioned problems. Rubinow therefore proposed a solution in the form of social insurance in order to help the workers to cope with the problems. The social insurance was therefore an organized effort by the government to offer help to the workers in a way that they could not have been able to help themselves. The social insurance that was proposed by Rubinow, the insurance reduced the cost of the workers significantly since those offering the insurance were not allowed to get or acquire any profit above the amount of the insurance. The social insurance would be compulsory in a way that would enable all workers to access the insurance by just paying a small premium (Kreader 4). Rubinow was more inclined to social insurance as opposed to the concept of socialism and he requested the national government to collaborate with him in the quest for social insurance. Two leaders were particularly targeted who in this case were Bismarck, Lloyd George and Franklin Roosevelt. Roosevelt was more involved in the quest to provide social insurance by announcing his commitment to ensure that the initiative becomes a success. The president developed a committee that was guided by the Labor Secretary, which was mandated with the task of formulating a bill that was aimed at ensuring that the social insurance became a success. The committee looked for help from experts but the negotiations for the implementation largely ignored Rubinow. Roosevelt bypassing of Rubinow was seen as a way of ensuring that the social insurance that was being implemented by the government was not reflective of socialism, a form of governance that was not supported by Roosevelt. He was thereby attempting to dissociate himself with socialism, which was largely supported by Rubinow in an attempt to protect capitalism. However, this did not imply that Roosevelt was opposed to the creeds or the contributions that were suggested by Rubinow since he was well aware and appreciative of his contributions. When Rubinow was ill in 1936, Roosevelt sent a copy of Rubinow’s book to him,   explaining to him that the failure to incorporate him into the negotiations was only aimed at achieving the greater interests that are enshrined in the publication by Rubinow (Kreader 9). President Roosevelt came up with the Social Security Act, which was supported by Rubinow and the act became a national law after his death. Rubinow was therefore one of the main contributors of social insurance but he had some regrets about the Act for leaving out many workers, leaving out many health workers and he also felt that he could have put in place more contributions for the needy families. In addition, he was also appalled by the fact that the Act did not also address fully the concerns of the unemployed and also the contributions to the old. Rubinow however accepted the Act with the shortcomings and was hopeful that it would be amended in later years to incorporate the issues that had been emitted.
Social insurance gained increased popularity after the death of Rubinow and famous politicians all joined in mourning Rubinow. The politicians together with other proponents of social insurance contributed significantly towards the establishment the support of the Social Security Act. In addition, many participants in the health sector also contributed towards ensuring that some of the things that were proposed by Rubinow are incorporated into the Act (Kreader 10).
The modern nature of social insurance has however changed in the modern times. The largest focus on the modern day social insurance however is on retirement. The Editorial Board revealed that close to 36% of all the people rely on the social insurance for their income after retiring. Over 60% of all the people rely on the social insurance for half of their income after retiring since the benefits are more than $1000. Those that are over the age of 50 have however not gained much from the insurance policy. This is because of the fact that close to 52% of all households in the United States have not saved anything for retirement and another 50% have not also got any pensions from their company. 
The young workers are worse compared to the older workers since majority of them are not able to save a penny as a result of the low wages that are not rising, the lack of employment benefits for the employees and also the escalating rate of rent. The rate of social insurance has also declined as elucidated by The Editorial Board in a study where he found out that only 44% of the workers on the lower income bracket had retirement insurance in place, which was a 10% decline from the 54% that was researched in 1995.
The state of social security has also triggered political debates across the United States whereby the Republicans have been more inclined to cuts in the Social Security whereas the Democrats are inclined to the contrary. Some of the contestants in the Republican party in 2016 such as Ted Cruz, Jeb Bush, Marco Rubio and Chris Christie all favored a cut in the benefits through an increase in the retirement age in order to also delay the full benefits of social insurance. The retirement age in the United States s expected to increase to 67 for all those people that are born after 1960. The move is however expected to affect how people acquire social insurance in a negative way. Statistics as revealed by ghhjjkjkjkl point to the fact that the life expectancy is growing amongst the rich and declining amongst the poor. This therefore implies that an increase in the retirement age will negatively affect the poor since their access to social insurance is expected to be lower compared to the rich. Donald Trump, who is the current president of the United States, had however opposed the benefits cuts and also the rise in the retirement age. There is therefore a likelihood that the retirement age will not rise as earlier anticipated and thereby making it possible for many people across the United States including the poor to access the social insurance.
In conclusion, the study points to the fact that Rubinow can be credited as the father of social insurance. Despite his strong support for socialism that often inhibited his efforts to foster social insurance in the United States, his contributions are evident in the modern day Social Security Act. In spite of the ignorance from the committee mandated to develop and implement the Social Security Act that had been created by President Roosevelt, it is palpable that he was appreciative of the contributions of Rubinow. The fact that the current president Donald Trump was opposed to both the benefits cuts and also the rise in the retirement age provides hope that Social Insurance will reap the intended benefits. 
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